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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Aloha to all,

I hope that 2008 has been a good year for everyone
thus far. I’d like to cover several topics, so I’ll be brief for
each. However, if you’d like more information on any-
thing I include in my article, please contact me via email
or phone (or “snail mail“-USPS).

HACA is an organization that depends on dues from
voluntary membership for the majority of its financial
resources. We also rely on volunteers to serve as mem-
bers of our board and on our various committees. The list
of things that we’d like to get done seems endless, so any
donation of time or money is greatly appreciated. Thanks
to all of you for what you are able to give to our commu-
nity.

If you live in the area or have visited Hawaiian
Acres recently, you might have noticed some improve-
ments at the HACA community center. The community
center’s metal roof was in need of painting, but it looks
great now, thanks to Mike Holloway, who donated his
time and professional expertise to prep the surface and
then put a new coat of paint on the community center
roof. Also, thanks to the volunteer efforts of the
“Together Time* group, we now have a small storage
shed in the corner of the Hawaiian Acres playground.

Finally, thanks to HARC for putting the gravel in the
parking area in front of the building.

As you read through the newsletter, you may notice
that there are no ballots included in this edition. Histori-
cally, HACA held its annual election in July of each year
and the ballots were sent out in the Spring newsletter.
However, we recently changed our Charter and Bylaws so
that we now hold elections every two years. Additionally,
we are going to align our election with HARC’s elections
so ballots for both elections will be in the Fall newsletter

The Puna Community Development Plan (PCDP)
draft has been completed, after almost 2 years of signifi-
cant effort put forth by many people. The draft plan will
be presented to the public via four public meetings in
April 2008 and then will be put before the County Council
for approval. You can go to the County website at http://
www.co.hawaii.hi.us/ (click on Hawaii Island Plan) for
more information.

We had an interesting start to our year here with a
period of record breaking rainfall. I believe it rained non-
stop for about a month or more. And we had some really
heavy downpours. Some areas in Hilo were damaged by
the rains, but I did not hear of any reports of problems in
Hawaiian Acres. But we did have a lot of surface water
flowing throughout our subdivision. This leads into an-
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TREASURER’S REPORT

Our total income for 2007 was
$49,807.00, of which a little over $34,300.00 was
from membership dues; the rest being made up from
transfer fees (paid when lots are sold), building use
fees, donations, plus a grant for Coqui control of
$516.00.

We spent $53,566.00, of which
$16,170.00 went to office-related expenses,
$9,062.00 went to pay our insurance premiums,
$9,611.00 was spent to maintain the community
building and grounds, $7,539.00 was for the two
newsletters sent out, and $3,389.00 went to various
committees, including the Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment and Emergency Response. But for a one-time
cost of $6412.63 to install an EPA-required septic
system at the Community building, there would
have been a small surplus of $2654.00. Our cash
reserves ended slightly reduced to $55161.00.

Dues income is trending slightly higher
this year, thanks to those who responded to the re-
quest for a voluntary increase to the dues payment,
(now $30.00) which will offset the septic tank costs.
As you can see, without your voluntary dues contri-
butions, the activities and facilities of your Commu-
nity Association would cease to exist or be avail-
able. Thank you for making it possible to continue
to provide the services that many find invaluable.

other area of concerns for many residents. When
the topography of a lot is changed, and that often
happens when you bring a bulldozer to work on
your property, there is a risk that natural patterns
for water will be disrupted. If you change the
drainage pattern entering or leaving your property,
you will also no doubt cause changes to other peo-
ples’ properties, which they may not consider to be
a good thing. Currently, the county requires grub-
bing and grading permits when one or more acres is
to be cleared. There are many people (myself in-
cluded) who would like to see stricter guidelines on
grubbing and grading and better enforcement of the
ones established.

In my last report, I mentioned the change in
the flow of lava from the Pu’u O’0 vent, that it was
heading more towards an east-northeasterly direc-
tion, which could have impacted the area of Pahoa.
However, the flow changed again and it went back
to heading to the sea via Royal Gardens subdivi-
sion. You can check out the USGS website at
http://hvo.wr.usgs.gov for the current update. As a

AREA 1 REPORT: ALOHA )

My name is David Frankel and T am a recent
transplant to Hawaiian Acres. Let me tell you why I
have come to love Hawaiian Acres.

* 1 love the fact that my 2 year old son can
drag his Tonka Bulldozer down the middle of our
road barefoot and I can walk along side him with our
dog and we hardly ever see a car. This is a very pri-
vate place.

* 1 love that we have a really great commu-
nity association building which can be and is used for
a variety of gatherings sponsored by HACA and/or a
HACA member. The swings are fun and we are
working out the logistics of making it a "HACA Hot-
spot" wireless internet access for HACA members.

* 1 love that we have our own volunteer fire
department and volunteer community watch program
and many dedicated neighbors who work hard to
make sure there is a communication and rescue net-
work in the event of emergencies.

* 1 love that we live in an affordable, large
tract agricultural area that allows for a variety of per-
sonalities. This is no cookie cutter subdivision.

I encourage everyone who has property in Ha-
waiian Acres to appreciate what a gem Hawaiian
Acres is and to support the work of the Community
Association and the Road Corporation as best as they
are able.

A Hui Ho ~ david@hawaiianacres.org

NOTICE:

Due to the Bylaws amendments taking effect, the
Annual Membership Meeting will now be in Janu-
ary of each year, not July. The next Annual meeting

will be January 11, 2009. This is to align HACA

and HARC elections.

side note on the topic of volcanic activity, the
Hale’mau’u mau’u crater in the Kilauea caldera re-
cently began emitting volcanic gases (mostly sulfur
dioxide). There was also a small explosion there on
March 19 that threw small rocks up a couple of hun-
dred feet. It is pretty far from Hawaiian Acres, but
VOG (volcanic gases) have impacted residents all
over the island depending on the wind direction.

Well, I touched on a wide range of topics and I
have a lot more that I’d like to talk about, but space is
limited. I’ll continue in my next report.

Besafe, Diana  diana@hawaiianacres.org

Editorial Note:

Articles submitted to this issue of the newsletter were unusually plentiful. If your article was not accepted due to space restriction, you may find it on the HACA website at http://www.hawaiianacres.org
Selection policy: 1. Members, 500 words, non-members, 150 words. 2. Libelous, defamatory content is not accepted. 3. Political, religious, and commercial campaigns are avoided.

4. Business ads are confined to business card size.

Opinions expressed do not necessarily represent the HACA editorial committee.
Please inform us if you'd like to help conserve paper and other expense by receiving your newsletter online.
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AREA 1 REPORT : GETTING TO KNOW YOU

Writing an article about this particular person is both a
privilege and an honor. It is about a woman who has served
on our HACA Board as Representative at Large until Area 3
needed a representative. Her name is Patrice Macdonald and
she has served on the board for 3 years.

Patrice has been a hard working and very supportive
member of our board and has been involved in may other
aspects of our community as well. She has served with Com-
munity Watch and Emergency Response. She has been work-
ing with the coqui eradication program for the past 5 years.

Patrice was born in 1952 and has seven siblings: a twin,
a brother, four step siblings and a nephew. She told me she
felt blessed to have come from a family of French Canadians
and New Zealanders, as they contributed to her lifestyle of
humanitarian work and extreme sports. She traveled a lot.
Her father owned a 55-foot sailboat, and they had houses on
the ocean and in the mountains, which was also a blessing.
Traveling was what got her involved in International Disaster
Relief. What an exciting life she has lived!

Patrice has many hobbies. She loves quarter horses and
has had several of her own. She trains her own dogs and has
4 Australian Shepherds. Art is her passion as well.

In 1974 and again in 1976 she participated in "The
Longest Walk" with 150 Native Americans. It was a march
from San Francisco to Washington, D.C. and back, a distance
of approximately 6,000 miles by the roads, to gain support
for Native Americans’ rights to own their own land.

Patrice began her illustrious career as a scientific illus-
trator, illustrating biology. Working with the animals was
instrumental in making her aware of the needs of humans as
well. This was the point in her life when she decided to work
with BOTH. Patrice has traveled a great deal of the world
with disaster relief teams, until wars began to break out in
different areas of the world and politics got involved. Various
political reasons were given for not allowing the teams to go
into other parts of the world. No matter the reason it seems
unfair to block so many dedicated folks who want to help
from going where they are needed. She is well trained and
has four certifications to help with almost any situation she
would encounter in the medical field with her position on the
disaster team.

In school Patrice minored in psychology. As a second
degree she got an RN with four certifications and another
major in International Disaster Relief. She and her team went
into third world countries taking care of people and ALL
their needs. Often they would have no town, home, drinking
water, sanitary conditions and no food or medical supplies.
They rebuilt entire villages. She worked in disaster relief for
over 30 years and was in MANY countries— so many she
couldn't recount all of them. More often than not her team
was allowed to enter the countries even before the military
was allowed in. It all sounded scary to me but she was hyped
by even the recollection of all they did to relieve the hurt and
sorrow and hunger of people in dire distress. I felt very proud
to call her a friend.

Patrice owns several properties in Hawaiian Acres and
is very passionate about protecting indigenous plant life. She
has devoted nine acres of her ground to indigenous plants.
Due to her relentless efforts she has been able to get conser-
vation grants for over 9 acres. She is currently using three
acres for food crops. She is one special lady and my hope
would be that some day each of you might have the privilege
of meeting and talking with her.

MONDAYS, TUESDAYS, WEDNESDAYS, THURSDAYS
808-966-9892
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AREA 3 REPORT

Area 3 remains pretty much the same this year,
which is the way most folks like it out here. The ohias
slowly creep skyward, the coquis slowly (?) multiply and
all of us get a little older and hopefully a little wiser.

The rain sure takes a toll on everything that is not
native rain forest. Like leather shoes and jackets, VHS
tapes, tin roofs. Not to mention your nerves when we
have a wet spell like the one we had from about Novem-
ber to the end of February. Talk about cabin fever!

You know when you move here that it's a rain
forest and at first the steady rain is romantic and enchant-
ing. But if you've never lived in such a climate there's a
lot to learn. Forget about clotheslines for one thing. It's
hard enough to keep things dry INSIDE the house.

On the other hand the rain is what makes the forest
so beautiful and there's nothing like sitting inside with a
nice cup of your favorite beverage, warm and dry, watch-
ing the rain fall outside your living room window.

Wouldn't it be nice if you could just stay at home
for weeks at a time during the rainy spells and not have to
go out at all? There's probably a few retired people out
there with good food stocks, independent enough to stay
home. But most of us have to brave the storms and flood
waters that come from time to time.

It can rain ten inches in ten hours and an hour
later you'd never know it had rained at all if it hasn't been
raining every day for a while. But when those steady
rains come day after day the land gets saturated and fi-
nally we get some flooding.

It was during such a storm recently that I had to
make it up 1 Road to the Post Office and the Hara Store
and some of the low spots in the road had turned into
minor lakes. I drove with 2 wheels on the road and 2
wheels in the bushes half the way but I made it thanks to
the fine engineering work of the Road Committee.

As I reached the bridge at South Kulani road I saw
a huge amphibious vehicle cruising down the road and
noticed the driver was local resident Joe Good. "Man, I
wish I had one of those!" I thought.

I figured he was out having fun, knowing the rain
wasn’t going to stop that monster truck.

But later that day I heard from my sister who had
drowned her van in a massive puddle further down 1
Road. She was making a store run for her daughter's new-
born baby food and just couldn't avoid driving through
some deep water. It was poring rain, she was in a couple
feet of water, a cell-phone dead zone and she had no idea
how to get help.

Well here comes Joe Good in his massive army
truck. He wasn't out cruising for fun. He was out looking
to help people who got stuck in the floodwaters!

Without my sister ever leaving her car Joe had her
pulled out of the water and up to a safe spot in the road.
That was not the only rescue Joe performed that day!

Now at this point local hero #2, Jerome Sieben-
rock appears. Several miles from home, good neighbor
(and Community Watch member) Jerome came up with a
tow rope and pulled my sister’s dead vehicle all the way
back to her house where she cares for my elderly mother.

That was way up and beyond the call of duty for
Jerome!

And Joe Good! What a guy! He goes out in a
storm, using a lot of money for gas on that giant truck,

HACA OFFICE HOURS:
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PLANNING AND AREA 2 REPORT

Aloha HACA Members and Friends,

HACA is having a pretty good year all and all.
In these economic lean times, we are especially
grateful to all of you who continue your HACA
membership in support of our community!

In planning, we are beginning to prepare to do
another landowner concerns survey to keep current
with your ideas for questions to cover.

As Area 2 Representative, I’'m pleased to re-
port that some of our street labeling signs are going
back up again after being vandalized or destroyed
over recent years. Mahalo Tarael Thorpe! A few
years ago, as some of you may recall, HACA com-
pleted an ambitious project of installing street signs
throughout Hawaiian Acres. They were very nice and
we were frustrated to have most stolen or destroyed.
It will be an ongoing effort to continue replacing
them, but we will pursue this as practical.

We hope to do another trash clean-up commu-
nity volunteer project this June 21st. We appreciate
the many volunteers who have pitched in for these
beautification projects over the years. We at HACA
wish you all a great summer!  Aloha!

HAWAITAN ACRES COMMUNITY
WATCH PROGRAM

Almost everyone knows what a neighborhood
watch program is, so let me start by pointing out
what a watch program should NOT be.

Our watch members don’t care if you live in a
fancy house or an unpermitted shack. We don’t care
if you drive an expensive SUV or a holo-holo chug-
a-lug. We don’t care if you have a thousand fighting
roosters or a thousand pit bulls chained up in your
back yard. We don’t care how many old broke-down
cars you have on your property.

We DO care when your junk cars start over-
flowing onto our streets or other owners’ properties,
or when your animals get loose and attack other
owners’ pets or family members. We care when you
drive your SUV or chug-a-lug in a reckless manner.
We care when people use their fancy houses or cane
shacks to sell drugs or fence stolen goods.

What a watch program should be is every
single neighbor joining together for the common
good of all. We meet every second Tuesday of the
month at 6:30 PM at the Community Center, Roads 8
& C. Won’t you join us?

and spends the day looking for neighbors in trouble!
These guys are life-savers!
I know there are more people out here like this.
The members of the Volunteer Fire Department come
to mind. But how refreshing it is to know the kind of
people we have living in this beautiful neighborhood!
To Joe Good, Jerome Siebenrock and the rest of you
quiet heroes out there, I salute you!

9:00AM TO 2:00PM
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JOIN US OPTIMISTS
AREA 4 REPORT

Even with the world falling to bits around us, I guess
I'm an optimist. Until recently I hadn't thought all that much
about it -- but now I believe I'm a genuine optimist. Consider:
I'm still planting trees at age 64. I still tell my dog to stop
barking with an expectation that she'll do so. I continue to see
people as basically good, despite continuing evidence to the
contrary. And I actually believe my lovely wife when she
tells me I'm tactful. I do.

There are many things that tell me I'm an optimist.
But why have I only recently realized I'm one of those cock-
eyed types? Because, I only recently volunteered to be a
member of the Hawaiian Acres Community Association
Board. Actually, it was a hotly contested write in campaign,
and the guy who got the most votes, about seven or eight I'm
told, declined the honor to serve. I wondered at the time what
he knew that I did not. Now I know.

But seriously, I guess I was always destined to be a
part time servant of my community. After serving one term, I
was joyfully re-elected with a resounding vote of confidence:
about 38 votes. I still didn't get too excited, because I know
there were about 1500 ballots mailed out, and if I'd gotten
every possible vote cast, I would have gotten 50, about the
number of ballots completed and returned. Voter response
was less than overwhelming. Not optimists.

So you see, I feel I have volunteered more than I have
been elected. Why do I mention my recent landslide victory,
other than the obvious connection between volunteer and
optimist? Let me tell you. Hawaiian Acres Community Asso-
ciation needs more volunteers, and being an optimist, I be-
lieve some one or two of you kind and wonderful commu-
nity-minded people now reading this will say to yourselves,
Oh my! I didn't realize that HACA needs me. I WANT to
serve; NOW what must I do to become an active member of
my rapidly expanding community?

I'm so glad you asked.

Become a member of HACA if you are not one al-
ready. Simply send in your dues of $30.00, a voluntary con-
tribution. If you are already a HACA member, then your next
step is to attend a Board Meeting or a Membership Meeting.

And finally, raise your hand to volunteer to become a
member of the HACA Board. You need to have at least as
much common sense as a house cat, be a member of HACA,
and either run for a position open on the ballot or volunteer at
a Board meeting. We recently added two new Board mem-
bers via the volunteer method.

As a Board Member you will be asked to help decide
what will best serve the members of the Hawaiian Acres
Community. You may live in a part of the Acres where you
are under-represented because you have only one Area Rep-
resentative. You may have seen enough to know you can do
better, which is a common view.

If you have a couple hours a month to offer as a
HACA volunteer, please know up front that it will be time
well spent. Please consider sharing your insight and unique
perspective with your community. Attend a meeting. Meet
your neighbors. Be an optimist. It doesn't hurt a bit.

AT-LARGE REPRESENTATIVE REPORT

It is important as an area representative on the
HACA board to represent my community of people
living here. New people have moved in but more lots
are for sale than ever before. I spent two years reading
the original Charter, all the by-laws, amendments and
road corporation charter, surveys, 1999 Master Plan
and historical facts about Puna. Old timers tend to ac-
cept the origins of our rural, agricultural-zoned subdi-
vision. We have sacrificed the most to pay for all our
own electric poles, fix our own roads, etc. We live in
the forest reserve that extends into the acres from the
Wao Kele O Puna Forest Reserve. We were shocked
to find that the PCDP has violated all our traditions,
and they might condemn four roads in the acres by
eminent domain.

This year has been the busiest and most frus-
trating. I have worked on new boundaries for Area
Reps’ areas with Janet Judy to equally represent the
population of the acres. This should help with people
having an equal vote for representation to the board.

I have recovered thirteen road signs and com-
munity watch signs. I do community watch, and medi-
cal emergencies. Driving all over the acres for work
can be tough on your vehicles.

We, a 15-acre hui, worked for three years to
have Hawaiian Acres represented in the Puna Commu-
nity Development Plan.

We have spent much time writing and working
on conservation grants, eradicating invasive species,
and propagating indigenous plants.

We also have a new hobby of training our
dogs for agility, which has become very popular here.
We are going to continue supporting the grants for
conservation lots, agriculture, and the many horse
farms and other farms as supported in our charter and
amendments. The urban developers have not complied
with the demands of our large, beautiful, rustic com-
munity, and hopefully this private subdivision shall
maintain its autonomy. Aloha and A Hui Ho.

MEET YOUR NEW NEIGHBORS

Many thanks to Leo, Anna, Sasha, and
Shauna, who I met through the last Hawaiian Acres
News, for taking care of my pets while I visited my
dad on the mainland before he passed on.

My name is Arthur Bradley Fleener. I have
been coming to Hawaiian Acres from Honolulu
every month for a week or ten days at a time to work
on my friend Jeff Krepps’ undeveloped Hawaiian
Acres parcel, just clearing land.

My brother John then bought a 3-acre parcel
with a small house on it. The place was totally over-
grown.

I figured I had all I could take of the Hono-
Iulu life style. So I borrowed money to have my stuff

shipped here. Then my dad got real sick. Time was

GREENHOUSE SPECIALISTS

critical. I didn’t know anybody. I picked up the Ha-
waiian Acres news just to see if there was somebody
in the area I could call. Then I read the “Meet Your
New Neighbors” entry by Leo Barnett and Anna
Muth. I gave them a call. They took great care of my
cat, Paris Hilton, and my bird, Mr. Beak. I made two
trips to the mainland. My dad passed on.

Anyway, now I’m back in Hawaiian Acres.

I grew up in a small farm-town in Illinois,
worked construction as an ironworker at a nuclear
power plant, moved to Texas to work on a nuclear
power plant there, and worked on sky-scrapers and
townhouses in Houston. I came to Honolulu, worked

EMERGENCY RESPONSE REPORT

Aloha,

So far in early 2008 we’ve seen floods, heavy rain
showers and even drought. Weather patterns everywhere
seem to be different than what they were before as re-
ported to me by friends all over the world via amateur
radio. Considering this we must all think in terms of:

A) Do I have enough water catchment?

B) Am I or my family self-sustainable with some
food, water and electricity?

C) Does my family have a plan to deal with a com-
ing disaster?

Several of us have said it, and it bears repeating,
It’s not WILL disaster strike, it’s WHEN!

There were no incidents in Hawaiian Acres as
reported to the American Red Cross during our last rain-
storm. Some reports of canopies flying away occurred, so
please if you have these make sure they’re secured to the
ground properly by using 5-gallon buckets with cement
or securing them directly to the ground.

This community benefits from the fact that there
is such a wide variety of skills between us all. Many of
us have given hours upon hours to help this community
survive when a disaster does strike and our backbone is
our radio gear, communication equipment that will allow
some traffic into areas hardest hit. Sometimes your cell
phones will be useless. Please become acquainted with
the various groups we have here, i.e., Community Watch,
Volunteer Fire Dept., and Emergency Response. Signs
are posted about monthly meetings, and Hawaiian Acres
does monitor CB channel 20.

Please take the time to learn some survival skills
and visit the American Red Cross website at
www.redcross.org

Finally, it’s time again for maintenance on our
antennas located atop the HACA building. We’re looking
for volunteers to assist with the lowering and replacing.
Anybody who would like to help us please leave your
name and phone number(s) with Laurie at the HACA
building, 966-9892, and we’ll notify you of the dates.

Aloha For Now

commercial and residential construction, did some pro
boxing, and got a massage therapy license.

I had been reading the Mother Earth news for
years. My dad sent me a subscription for Christmas in
1995, where I saw an ad for the monolithic dome. I went
to the Monolithic Dome Institute in Italy, Texas. I learned
how to build the monolithic dome. I hope to build one
here in Hawaiian Acres.

I am very seriously ecology minded. I have been
working on developing totally eco-friendly housing ideas
and organic permaculture landscaping.

I have already planted some small gardens and
bought a bunch of fruit trees and am amazed at how fast
things are growing.

“Building The Green Economy, Success Stories
From The Grass Roots” by Kevin Danaher, Shannon
Biggs, and Jason Mark, and “Natural Capitalism, Creating
The Next Industrial Revolution” by Paul Hawken, Amory
Lovins, and Hunter Lovins, are books everyone should
read.

I am also into the arts and built lighting and special
effects props for the theatre and theme parties. I would
like to meet ecologically-oriented entrepreneurs and peo-
ple into music, culinary arts, performing arts, healing arts,
etc., to develop some theme-party business ideas.
Call Arthur B Fleener 982-4453.
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Notice: Separate from HACA is HARC -

(January—December) to:

HARC PO Box 1261, Kurtistown, HI 96760

" #$ #Y%# &# .If youaren’t already a member helping to maintain your roads, you can send $60.00 per year

PRESIDENT & E RD REPORT
BY RANDY KAULFERS

Aloha,

Welcome to the Rainforest. This has been one of the
wettest winters on record. It started raining in November
2007 and continued on through the winter with the worst
rains at the beginning of February 2008. The official Hilo
rainfall reports from February 1 — Feb 4, 2008 was 46.71
inches with some areas of Hawaiian Acres receiving more
than 60 inches. Some of the low lying areas turned into lakes
and roadways into rivers. I wish to thank all of the Board
members for going out in the bad weather with their shovels
and pick-axes, and cutting drainage ditches and clearing de-
bris. The Board would also like to extend a special thank-you
to all of the community members who went out voluntarily
with their tools and equipment (especially the tractor and
backhoe operators) and helped to repair our roads.

The road dues have been coming in slower this year
and the funds are being depleted faster because our damage
from the heavy rains. The HARC dues are only $60.00 per
year, which is less than one month of your cell phone use or
cable bill. For the property owners that live off island, the
HARC road dues are used to maintain the roads in your com-
munity and keep your property at a marketable value and
protect your investment!

E Road

We all know how bad the rainy season was this year.
To date, ten truck loads of 1-1/2 or 2-1/2 minus has been
used from 1-9 on E Rd, distributed equally in the low areas
and where “ponding” has occurred. I wish to thank the resi-
dents who voluntarily helped out by filling pot holes and
opening drainage areas along E Rd.

For the last few months, I have been working with a
company called X-Zyme Corporation in trying to find a less
expensive way to pave our roads. Road samples from our
area were sent to California for testing. The road material
would be catalytically bonded by the enzyme and rolled to
form a surface harder than cement. The cost for this applica-
tion per mile for a 20 ft wide area is 25% of the cost of as-
phalt. The enzyme is natural and environmentally friendly. If
anyone would like more information about this go to
WWW.XZyme.com .

There have been several requests from lot owners re-
garding widening along E Rd. In response to this, we will
widen the road and attempt to recover as much of the mate-
rial that washed out and built up on the side of the road. This
recovered material will be used to repair low sections.

B RD REPORT
By NICKY RAPOZA

Recently on B Rd, 4 loads of basecourse was laid
down from to 3-11. This application was followed by box-
scraping and punching out of water “cuts” to keep water off
the road. More of the same type of work is scheduled for
the upcoming months.

We are researching the possibility of creating a safe
passage on 2 Rd above C where a gully has developed from
heavy water flow, making the road impassable. More info
on this next time.

VICE-PRESIDENT & F RD REPORT
BY DEVRA REEVES

The road is finally drivable again — had just started
repairs between 8-7 with 3 loads of material when the big
rains hit. The weather was extremely uncooperative with too
much rain followed by too little. When the road is really dry,
it is near impossible to scrape out the holes and the gravel
just bounces off to the sides.

When the prime conditions returned I worked on
scraping the lower end and Herman took care of the upper
sections. There were 7 more loads of gravel delivered and
spread last week. Ohia has been doing the “fine tuning”.
Also, there was a small section between 4-3 ripped to hope-
fully divert more water from cascading down and turning
that part into a riverbed during the next rains.

There is an open PO for more dozing/ripping just
above the 7 Rd intersection. It is really rough and also
washes out badly. I am attempting to continue longer term
improvements to a couple of sections each year but it is sure
slow going.

I would like to thank all whom have paid their dues;
without this money the roads would never be repaired. Costs
are constantly rising — gravel $350-360 per load and all op-
erators have increased their prices due to the increase in fuel
costs.

If you haven’t yet paid, please consider doing so. It
may be your family member, friend or a loved one waiting
on the ambulance to arrive to save their life when minutes
count. And it can also save a small fortune in vehicle repairs.

C RD & PAVEMENT REPORT
BY SUSANN TITA

Pavement:

Recent heavy flooding rain caused minimal damage
to our roads this time, with the exception of Rd 1. We were
able to keep Rd 1 open but under rough, tough conditions.
Daily, throughout the rainstorm, we had a worker fighting
the elements trying to keep the road passable. Apologies to
all who had to struggle thru the bad ride, but we did the best
we could under the extreme rain conditions. Since the rain
stopped, it has been repaired to better condition than before
the rains. Some of the problems caused were due to reckless,
extreme, un-permitted bulldozing of lots bordering the road.
Please remember it is legally and morally imperative that
you get a permit for grubbing and grading before you de-
velop your property. The water flow must remain the same
where it enters your property and where it exits.

C Road:

After the rain, boxscraping was done and approx. 5
loads of materials were laid down. Reminder: each load costs
approx $475.00. These are large loads. The bottom line is
material costs have increased, along with trucking because of
fuel costs. More loads of material are scheduled to be put
down in the month of April. Please contribute to the road
fund by paying membership dues to HARC. If you can't give
enough for a membership ($60.00), please just donate what
you can to help with road maintenance. No matter how small
an amount we will greatly appreciate your help. You can
drop off an envelope with a donation and /or dues into the
office drop box anytime, securely.

D RD REPORT
BY PAUL SHRIFT

Greetings All D Rd Travelers,

As the residents know, we had a torrential
rain storm in February that wiped D Rd clean; some
say 60 inches of rain, some say 40+ inches in that
month-long deluge. The road from 1 to 11 now is in
much better shape with gravel spread on almost
every section of road. Costs have escalated for mate-
rials and the independent hired help, and by careful
budgeting and the generous donations by a few who
volunteer , D Rd is passable the whole length.

Several lot owners have donated loads of
gravel on sections of D Rd, thus making the road that
much more enjoyable for everyone.

I am no longer at this time D Rd chair but I am
an advisor to the new chair for D Rd till Joan can
understand all the concepts and nuances involved in
the budget and regular maintenance of D Rd from Rd
1toRd 11.

Over the years it has been my pleasure to vol-
unteer my time and knowledge on the H.A.R.C.
board for the safety of all concerned. I am still in-
volved and may run for the board again in the future,
but at this time I have stepped down gracefully.
Please fully support and have patience for the new D
Rd chair person , Joan, while she gets the require-
ments down pat. We all must be at peace with our
country roads, as they are just that, country roads.
Aloha!

TREASURER’S REPORT

As of April 22,
for 2008 in dues & donations. There
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5 Road Between F and G Roads
Neighborhood Improvement Project Continues.....
£
D

First of all, I would like to thank our generous neighbors
who contributed to the 5 Road project. Please help me thank
the following people who donated money to help improve the
condition of 5 Road between F & G:

John Martin, who generously got us matching funds for
2007; HARC, who generously approved our matching funds
for 2007 and 2008; Kay Parker; Marie Baird; Harriet Na-
gamori; Barbara & Raymond Yin; Chris & Lori Rothes;
Dorothy Sanger & Jim Rietveld, donated the money for 2008
matching funds.

Our total donations that we received was $1,622.00.
This amount is what we collected for gravel and includes
matching funds from HARC for 2007 and 2008.

In addition, Jim and I have donated the following: hav-
ing the bushes cut back approximately half way down 5 Road
heading toward G (although they are already growing back).
This cost was $450.00. We sent out letters to everyone who
owned property on our section, announcing our project. This
cost was approximately $40.00. For the ponds that fill up
with water, we had little trenches cut so they would drain off
the side of the road when it rained. This is only done about
half way down 5 Road. We have picked up 4 bags of trash
and had the junk car pulled out. This was a total of $400.00.
Jim has donated his time, truck and gasoline for this project.

As most of you know, if you have been driving the road,
the gravel only made it down about half way toward G Road.
The road was in much worse shape than we anticipated and
needs about 20 more loads to really make a dent.

So I would like to suggest that our 5 Road Neighbor-
hood Project be an on-going process. If we all work on the
road we can keep it in good shape. What can we all do to
help?

1. Donations for gravel. Of course, we will always need
money for more gravel, so if you know anyone who uses our
road, please ask them to make a donation. We would really
appreciate everyone's assistance. If you haven't donated yet, it
is never too late.

2. Please drive slow. This helps keep the road in good
shape.

3. If you have a pond out in front of your house or on
the road, get a shovel and pick and please cut a trench to the
side of the road. This will help with the ponding. We also
need to keep the trenches that are already cut cleaned out. If
you see they are filling up with silt, please clean them out
with a shovel.

DERELICT VEHICLE REMOVAL PROCEDURE

(removal from roads only)

Call police dispatch at 935-3311. Give location, description
(year, make, model, color, condition). Request that “tagging”
officer call you back with a police report number for follow-up.
If vehicle has not been removed within 2 weeks, call James Isa at
961-8552. He is rarely in the office so leave a message with the
police report number and request assistance.

K3

NOTICE

If you are developing a lot along the Puna
Emergency Access Road (PEAR), which runs from 8
Rd, jogs on F Rd to 9 Rd and then out the County lot
to the Ainaloa subdivision, you must get a permit for

your driveway from the County. Check with the
County Planning Dept. for more info: 808-961-8288.

4. If you have a few minutes, go out and cut some of
the weeds and bushes back off of the road. If we all do a
little, we will have the road done in no time.

Most everyone knows that the numbered roads, such
as 5 Road, are ONLY maintained by our own donations and
our own hard work. The donations that are sent into HARC
for our yearly dues are to maintain the lettered roads, such
as F & G Roads.

The good news is that HARC has a matching funds
program to assist with the numbered roads. Once a year, we
have the opportunity to have up to $350.00 matched. This
means we would have to put up our own $350.00, which
would give us a total of $700.00 to work on the road. The
good and bad news is, our funds have been matched for
2007 and 2008. There may be no more matching funds
coming to 5 Road unless we get more donations for this
year.

I am not exactly sure of how many parcels there are in
our section (maybe 507); we got donations from 7 families.

Once again, if we all do a little, we can accomplish a
great deal. Please spread the word about our on-going pro-
ject. We appreciate everyone's help.

Donations can be sent to HARC (Please make sure
you note that it is for our 5 Road Project between F & G).

Thank you again for everyone's assistance!
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2 HARC MATCHING FUNDS
s

S What are matching funds? This is a question on the
minds of many Hawaiian Acres residents and property own-
& ers. Here is your answer!!
The HARC Matching Funds Program is a program in

4 which one-half of desired road work costs are paid for by ¢

HARGC, and the other half paid for by persons requesting the
4 road work. There are certain rules and regulations regarding ¢
S the procedure in which matching funds are obtained and
« dispensed. The following are general guidelines:
$ 1. At least one person of the group requesting matching
« funds must be a paid member of the Road Corporation.
$ 2. Before work commences, the person or persons request-
« ing matching funds must come to a monthly Board meeting 2
$ to pay for half of the project, or have contacted their Road €
< Rep. and delivered their $$ to the office.
& 3. The proposed work must be approved by the HARC ¢
Q Board. 4
& 4. There must be matching funds available for the area in &

which the work is to be done. The amount available to
4 members is now $340.00. So the total project can be up to &
2 $680.00. 24
& 5. This program is generally for the numbered roads, not the @
< main ingress & egress roads.
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ATTENTION ALL LOT OWNERS
If you are planning on bulldozing and/or grading
H your property, please remember that it is illegal §
N to change the course of water flowing at the entry §
ll to your property and/or at the exit of your prop- B
erty. You may make water flow changes # "(#
your property.
Also, you may or may not need a grubbing or
: grading permit. Check with the .
N County of Hawaii Planning Dept. (808-961-8288). §
l The Soil & Water Conservation District (808-933- §
H 8350) can help you if you join as a contributor. |

They will help you with a plan for your property g

at no cost and no permit needed.

If you choose this, but do not go by the plan they K

help develop, you may need to deal with the .
County of Hawaii in the future.

OFF THE GRID WITH A SOLAR
SYSTEM
AND FOUR 70-AMP HOUR
BATTERIES

D
(808) 443-0357
dpanscik@yahoo.com www.solar808.com

(*A glossary of technical terms used in this arti-
cle is available at www.solar808.com)

We all know there are a lot of homes in Ha-
waiian Acres that are not permitted. When I pur-
chased my 3 acre parcel with an un-permitted 600
sq/ft cabin, a HELCO temporary power pole was in
the front yard and extension cords ran into the house.
The power company’s official word is temp power is
to be used for construction purposes ONLY. This
includes power tools, work lights, and a job site ra-
dio. If an inspector finds that you are living off of
temp power, he has the authority to turn off your
power. Tell-tale signs of a person living off of temp
power can include wires running from the temp
power pole to your house, a TV plugged in, a micro-
wave, or a refrigerator. I was determined to abide by
HELCOQO’s rules and not live off of temp power.

I am an urban techno geek and need my high
speed internet, my satellite TV on my flat screen
LCD/Plasma TV, electric refrigerator, and all the
normal things that people have when they live on the
grid.

Being a licensed solar installer and having
unlimited access to solar parts and pieces I decided
to use myself as a guinea pig and see if I could actu-
ally build an off grid solar system to accommodate
my power hungry life style. I closely followed a few
stringent rules. These rules are STRICT and should
never be broken. These same rules others are quick
to ignore and therefore their solar system performs
poorly and/or in a dangerous fashion.

RULE #1 — GET YOUR OFF-GRID SYS-
TEM PERMITTED

Off grid solar systems can actually be permitted
by your city/county building department. In fact, it’s
illegal to install a solar system of any type without a
permit. When you have a solar system installed and
it passes city/county inspection standards you will
have the peace of mind knowing the solar system
meets the stricter electrical standards. A properly
installed solar system will closely resemble the look
and feel of a “normal” power system. There are no
loose wires; breakers are installed in real breaker
panels; everything is safe, clean, and converts very
easily should you ever decide to bring power onto
the property from the power company. The value in
your home increases. It’s peace of mind for prospec-
tive buyers to know that the solar system in the home
they are buying was built with stringent standards
and the solar system in no way is “okie-rigged”.

Call me for further discussion of the following:

RULE #2 — Don’t use an inverter.

RULE #3 — Cut the AC cord and run all your
small electronics from DC power.

RULE #4 — Run your computer(s) from DC
power.

RULE #5 — Use fluorescent or LED lights

RULE #6 — Keep a small generator handy

RULE #7 — Maximize your battery.
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ALOHA FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS!
+

Once again I have had the opportunity to travel
to Washington D.C. to attend the National Association
of Counties Conference and to visit with all of our
national representatives. My legislative assistant and I
were able to deliver some very nice gifts to our reps
and to NACo Executive Committee members. In-
cluded in the gift packs were samples of tea grown in
Volcano and coffee grown in Ka‘u. I was able to dis-
cuss our islands needs for open space acquisition and
our mass transit program. We have already received
many thanks for our gifts. I’m happy to report that all
of our representatives are in good health and good
spirits.

I am also happy to report that the formation of
a Punalu’u management team has successfully begun.
More than sixty people have come together to start the
process of forming a non-profit group to manage the
park facilities the County currently leases, as well as
any other lands in the area that are publicly owned.
Since January this group has met and formed working
committees that held a community meeting on April
16 at the Naalehu Community Center. Having a com-
petent, locally-based management group working to-
gether, I know we can accomplish a lot to protect the
area’s resources. The next meeting is scheduled for
May 14.

The County of Hawaii County Council has had
public hearings to consider the incinerator proposal
from Wheelabrator. I remain committed to the idea
that our solid waste concerns are best addressed
through aggressive reuse, recycling and reduction
programs. These public hearings were held on March
25 in Hilo, April 7 in Waimea, April 15 in Pahoa,
April 17 in Kona, and April 18 in Pahala. (One can
find written testimony to the Council at counciltesti-
mony(@co.hawaii.hi.us.)

After two years of public outreach the Puna
Community Development Plan has been approved by
the Steering Committee and has been submitted to the
Planning Commission. The plan will be adopted by
the County of Hawaii once it passes Council and will
become an ordinance. The plan can be viewed at
www.hcre.info. Thank you to the many residents who
participated in the small group meetings, working
groups and sat on the Steering Committee. Hawaiian
Acres was well represented in the entire process.

For updates on pending legislation, projects
and/or other announcements, please call my office at
808-961-8263 or email me at bjacob-
son@co.hawaii.hi.us . I urge you to get involved in
your community and continue to live Aloha.

Per a request from the editor and board, 1’d like
to update HACA members and friends on two Hawai’i
County issues of interest.

First, I’'m happy to inform you all that the first
of two votes on the administration’s proposal to nego-
tiate a contract to burn the Hilo side of the island’s
home and commercial solid waste to produce electri-
cal energy went down in flames (in a 6-3 vote) at the
County Council’s Finance Committee meeting on
Monday April 21. The prevailing arguments appeared
to be that this technology was too expensive (about
$250 million by the time construction and finance
charges are paid over 25-30 years), borrowing the
money would adversely affect our County’s bonding
capacity, it’s smokestack would release toxic metal
oxides and other pollutants upwind of people living on
catchment water, the technology is outdated, inflexi-
ble and would discourage the recycling that our
County needs to do that would create more local jobs.

Secondly I want to report on Resolution 169-07
to purchase 150 acres of open space at Punalu'u
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VIEWPOINT ON THE PROPOSED
WASTE-TO ENERGY PLANT

Aloha Fellow Islanders,

There need not be any marginal farmland in Hawaii. The
County Council has a green waste program to keep green waste
from landfills. The Council’s foresight in providing mulch at no
cost to residents makes hauling mulch affordable for farmers
and yard enthusiasts.

This program allows me, a small permaculture farmer, to
augment the meager soil of my farm in Hawaiian Acres. Hawai-
ian Acres has a great climate, great elevation, abundant rainfall,
and sunshine for many sub-tropical fruits and vegetables. What
this island needs, with its multiple micro-climates, is this green
waste soil amendment.

There is virtually no food crop that cannot be grown in
some area of our island, with our own green waste. What we
need to do is use all our waste to best advantage for improving
our soil. If the residents of Hawaii can continue to use this green
waste, at hauling cost, we can make this island not only a bread-
basket for our state, but grow our farmers’ industry to more ex-
ploration of exotic food products, to all of the Pacific Rim.

The County Council is proposing to burn our waste to
make electricity for our grid, with only a by-product of ash. This
does not work. The Council should not indebt our future tax
revenues before we have made a product, as well as a profit, for
the County to tax.

The Council needs to continue its foresight 25-30 years
down the road, as Councils of the past did. County Councils
before this time helped aggregate mining companies Glover and
Yamada make future landfill area, while making a taxable
profit. The County needs to financially assist Glover and Ya-
mada onto future landfill sites, where they can mine aggregates
for profit, that are located at future sites where we will bury only
what we must. Then we can use the current pits (with federal
oversight) that past councils had the foresight to plan ahead for.

We, as a county, can go into the future without accumu-
lating 150 million dollars of debt, for an oil-fired blast furnace,
with an operating cost of 12 million dollars a year. What we
need to do, in the here and now, is continue our recycle, reclaim,
and reduce programs. We can add composting of wet garbage to
our mulch program; we can add ground up glass as sand to our
mulch, from our bottle program. The dredgings from our har-
bors and drainage ditches could be made available to residents,
further improving our soils, with a by-product of preventing
flooding and less landfill usage.

We need to improve our toxic waste program. Currently,
the County only handles gasoline, oil, paint, batteries, etc. a few
days per year. We need 3 or 4 collection points available con-
tinuously. Toxic products would then need to be shipped to a
burn point.

We can pay for these programs by using the 12 million
dollar yearly operating cost of the proposed waste to electricity
program. Please don’t sign away our future into such a huge
debt. We can only afford programs that can be paid for with
prudent taxation.

As proof that this mulch program is working to make
better soils for our island, I would like to say that the mulch gets
hauled away as fast as the County can produce it.

OUCH! WHAT JUST BIT ME?

Bad news. There is a new kid in town. It is a spe-
cies of ant commonly called the Little Fire Ant (LFA) or
Wasmannia auropunctata, for you scientific types. The
LFA has a long-lasting and painful sting that also pro-
duces a large red welt. The sting lasts for about three
days, aching painfully at first and later, itching intensely.
The ants are typically small (about 1/16 inch long) and
light to golden brown in color. They are generally slow
moving. They feed on dead insects, other arthropods, and
small animals.

The LFAs will readily invade disturbed habitats,
such as forest edges or agricultural fields They also nest
in leaf litter and around the bases of trees. They can also
be found in potted plants, between fronds of palms and in
trees. The LFAs can also be a household pest that infest
beds, furniture, clothing and food. LFAs living in homes
where people food is available seem to like fatty foods
such as peanut butter, oils and other fats.

The LFA is highly adaptable and will nest in both
open and shaded areas, and in moist and dry conditions.
During heavy rains, nests may be moved into buildings or
trees to escape flooding. It does not seem to thrive in
cold temperatures, but nests have been found in Mountain
View at the 1500 ft. elevation. The LFAs are spreading
rapidly, since many of the places infested in East Hawaii
have been nurseries and plant growers. The LFA nests
are easily transported in infested plants and trees.

OK. There is some good news. LFAs are rela-
tively easy to suppress in small areas but can be difficult
to eradicate completely (which is more bad news, I
guess.) Products like Siege Pro and Amdro Pro have
been used to successfully control LFA infestations.
These are bait insecticides which should eventually kill
the nest over time.

According to personnel at the Hawaii Dept of Ag-
riculture, you can check for the presence of LFAs on your
property by putting a THIN layer of peanut butter on one
end of popsicle sticks or chopsticks. Then, place the
sticks around your property or in places that you suspect
might be good nesting areas for LFAs. Go back and
check the sticks in an hour. If you see any that you think
might be LFAs, then carefully place them in a small plas-
tic bag. (LFAs fall off things easily, so be aware of this
when you are trying to bag them.) Please ensure you put
the bags in your freezer overnight because you do not
want to transport any live pests. Drop your bags of sus-
pect ants off at the Hawaii Department of Agriculture
located at 16 E. Lanikaula St in Hilo. You can also call
there at 974-4140 for more information regarding the
LFA.

This new invasive species is a real threat to Ha-
waii. It is important that any infestation is identified and
eliminated as soon as possible. I realize that many people
were also irritated by the coqui frog, but eventually “got
used to” the sound. This is a difference that should not be
ignored. It will get worse.

Beach for recreational and conservation purposes. Punalu’u
Beach Park currently accommodates more than 30,000 visi-
tors every month. County facilities are small, in poor repair,
and are on a piece of property that the County doesn’t own
that is rented on a month to month lease. The County does
own a road segment that is no longer in use due to the fact
that the land underlying the road has subsided and is now in
reality a beautiful portion of the black sand beach where peo-
ple lay on their beach towels and use as a recreational area.
As called for in the Resolution passed by the Council, I have
called together a diverse group of talented residents to form a
non-profit group to manage all the resources the County is
responsible for. This group has formed a number of working
groups that have issued preliminary reports and is now con-

sidering draft bylaws written by the group. Once the by-
laws are approved, the group will start the process of
forming a non-profit entity that will be able to sign a man-
agement agreement with the County Parks Department to
manage those e resources. The landowners had a prior
agreement with developers giving them a first right of
purchase but that agreement has expired and I am work-
ing to form a partnership to purchase and manage the
roughly 430 acre parcel at Punalu™u Bay. I am hoping
that the next mayoral administration follows the policy
this County Council established and follows through on
our direction to purchase this resource for future genera-
tions to enjoy. If you have questions on these or other
issues, please contact me at 961-8263. Mahalo, Bob
Jacobson



LEARN SPANISH!

Individual and group lessons

available, preschool - adult.

Contact Erica: 982-8177
IS1 Se Puede!

Hela

TED STUBBS

VERSHELL ROGERS

JANELLE HONER

DAVID PANSCIK

JAMES GRAZZINI
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THE HELICOPTER TOUR BLUES

Just as it’s a good idea to do an environ-
mental impact study before the Superferry is
allowed to do business, a similar study should
be required before helicopter tour companies
are permitted to operate.

There may not be much of a problem
elsewhere, but I happen to live in a community
in Puna under the flight paths of tour helicop-
ters traveling between Hilo and Volcano. As-
suming the impact these over-flights have on
me is fairly typical, there are many people be-
low who are not at all amused.

I’ve lived here for over twenty years,
and these over-flights are nothing new. After
the weather, it’s a common topic of conversa-
tion. But, not being able to do anything about
it, people usually just grin and bear it. Some-
times, especially when Madame Pele is on dis-
play, the number of over-flights just soars, and
people here earn their reputation for being
“Punatics”.

People get the courage to be impolite
and engage in behavior they would normally
consider rude. Grown men are known to feel an
irresistible urge to express their feelings with
their middle fingers. Others drop their drawers
and exercise free speech with bare buttocks. A
frustrated friend of mine felt like taking a brush
and a can of paint up to his roof to express his
sentiments until he realized he’d probably be-
come another fly-by tourist attraction and part
of the sideshow. Old timers recall legendary
tales, probably apocryphal, of bad behavior
past. Some guy, somewhere, supposedly, tried
to fly a large balloon 500’ above his property to
mark out the minimum legal flying elevation
until the FAA made him take it down. Another
fellow, a Vietnam vet, who sometimes went
bonkers when he heard the sound of a helicop-
ter, supposedly had a bazooka. And there was
an incident reported in the newspapers years
ago, if memory serves, in which a helicopter
actually came under small arms fire. Violent
acts are to be condemned, of course, but if
wishes came true, who knows how many heli-
copters might have been vaporized by now?
I’m surprised the storms of bad vibes they stir
up on the ground don’t blow them off course.
Do helicopter pilots have any idea how much
they bum so many people out?

My futile gesture of choice these days is
a variation on the middle finger theme. When I
hear one coming I run out into the yard, waving
my arms to attract attention. Then, in exagger-
ated mime, I put my hands over both my ears,
as if I were trying to block out a horrendous
sound which, in fact, I am. And then, and only
then, when I think I may have gotten their at-
tention, do I flip them the bird!

CYNTHIA HARRISON

ALII FINANCIAL

WELDIN SHELDON

HAWAIIAN RETREAT

BOB JACOBSON

Editors Notes

This newsletter is about community service.
It is not about scientific facts, religious dogma, or
perfect logic. We try to avoid inflammatory or irre-
sponsible statements. We do not claim to arbitrate
whose facts are opinions nor whose opinions are

facts.

ARDENA PAGAN




ALOHA FRIENDS/NEIGHBORS
OF HAWAIIAN ACRES

My husband, my self, and our grown daughter have
come from the bitter cold of Alaska to build our home here
in “Paradise.”

We are so thankful for wonderful neighbors! Not
only are they examples of Aloha, they have been very help-
ful by not always letting us learn by making mistakes! We
believe the nicest people in Hawaii all live on Road 5! (No
offense, please, to our fine friends who live on other roads.
You are all wonderful!)

Using our Alaskan know-how to live in this climate
has probably provided our neighbors with endless enter-
tainment, but they have hidden their laughter and been both
patient and polite, intervening only when it was apparent
that we were headed for trouble. Living here is much dif-
ferent from vacationing. It is a lot more work, for one
thing, but it has been softened by the hospitality and gener-
osity of lots of good people.

As much as anyone else, we like romantic palm
trees and pretty flowers, but we hope that we do not come
here with the intent to change everything, as we have heard
others have done. We have learned to appreciate the o’hia
trees, for instance. While some folks call them “ugly,” we
see them as a wonderful example of God’s handiwork.

It is like a garden already exists in this jungle of
varying plants. The blooms of the o’hia trees, the glory
bushes, and the orchids keep us surrounded with endless
beauty. Lava rock creates interesting rock-garden arrange-
ments far better than we could make. Almost nightly rain
forms “reflection pools” that did not take any work on our

part. Plus, we don’t have to buy magazines to teach us
what plantings will attract the wild birds. They are here in
abundance, for our listening and viewing pleasure!

If the flowers and foliage are not enough blessing
for us, there is the incredible beauty of a clear night sky,
with millions of twinkling stars seeming close enough to
grab. Even on crisp, cool nights, it is still warm enough to
spend time admiring those stars against their backdrop of
inky blackness. Add a full moon, and, oh my! Can any-
thing be more romantic?

Off in the distance, we watch the orange orb of the
sun climb out of the clouds over the ocean, then light the
water with its amber rays. At mid-day, on a clear day, the
sea turns an incredible deep blue, spreading across the
horizon to invite us to come play at the beach. Then, as
the sun is setting over Kona-way, the clouds move in over
the ocean in our view, and take on tinges of pink, orange
and gold.

Truly, this is “Paradise.” Add the glorious sunshine
and its warmth, the home-town feel of Hilo, the adventure
and interest of Kilauea Volcano, the ability to travel a
couple of hours to a change of scenery and temperature,
and a whole array of water sports just minutes away.

Well, what’s not to love about Hawaiian Acres?
Yes, there’s a flipside to every coin, but we’ve found the
good outweighs the bad. We don’t see the bumpy roads as
a bad thing. They have built-in speed bumps!

Thanks to all who have welcomed us to Hawaiian
Acres. We thank God for you, and for this precious island.
May we be as good neighbors as you are!

-Andrea Makinen  Road 5

VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
REPORT

I’m saddened to have to report to you that re-
tired Captain Eddie Wong, long time training officer
of Company 5 Bravo, has passed away. He was killed
in a home accident last month. Apparently, Eddie fell
off of a five-foot ladder and struck his head and was
killed. Eddie was instrumental in training the Volun-
teer Fire Department. He believed in live-fire training
that many other trainers don’t use. And, with my spe-
cial effects background, Eddie and I spent long hours
building fire props for training our department. We
not only trained our department with these props, but
all the volunteer fire departments around the island.
At one point, the regular Fire Department asked and
was granted permission, to join us in a multi-company
drill at the Hilo Airport so that they could experience
the live-fire training that we were all learning. Eddie
will be missed by all of us.

It’s been a somewhat quiet fire season since
our last newsletter. We have had several calls in the
area. Most recent was a medical call for a 400 1b
woman whom the Fire Department needed help extri-
cating from her home.

VFD training is on the first Tuesday of every
month @ 4:00 P.M. at the Hawaiian Acres Commu-
nity Center. Anybody is welcome to come by and
watch the training if they so desire. As always, re-
member to keep your fire extinguishers in your home
and your cars. Have a safe and happy summer!

COMMUNITY CENTER MEETINGS &
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HACA COUNCIL MEETING - Second Monday of the months of June,
August, September, November, December, 2008, February, March, & May,
2009 at 6:30 pm, or after the Quarterly and Annual meetings.
QUARTERLY AND ANNUAL HACA MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS -
Next Qtrly is Sunday, July 20, 2008 at 2:00 pm with Regular Council
meeting to follow and Potluck before the mtg @ 1:00. Qtrly’s will be
October 12, 2008, & April 13, 2009. The Annual mtg is January 11, 2009.

HAWAIIAN ACRES ROAD CORPORATION:- 4th Thursday of every
month except November at 5:00 PM.

COMMUNITY WATCH (HACWP) - Second Tuesday of each month at
6:30pm.

HAWAII GROTTO call HACA first 808-966-9892

Howaiion Acres Newy intalatalalolalalafatalel BULK RATE
PO Box 368 X Road Cgrp news X U.S. Postage
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Kurtistown, Hawaii 96760 I PAID
alalalalafolofolodofobotet Kurtistown, Hawaii
Permit No. 0002

Tree fern

EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM (HAERT) - call the office for the
latest: 808-966-9892

PLANNING COMMITTEE - - call the office for the latest: 808-966-
9892

VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT TRAINING: First Tuesday of the month at
4:00 PM

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS the JungleBunch - Every Wednesday at
5:00 PM

TOGETHER TIME PARENT & KEIKI GROUP : 11:00am to 3:00pm,
Fridays
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