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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
BY DIANA MILLER 

 Aloha everyone, 
     Thanks to all of you who have become members of HACA.  Membership is voluntary and your continued sup-

port is crucial to our ability to provide community services and programs.  Our annual membership fee is $25 per lot—a 
good deal!  I’ve been a member of other community associations before I was fortunate enough to move here.  Their dues 
were mandatory and were at least $35 a month ($420 annually) to begin with and always increased with time.  We  try to 
keep our dues affordable.  

     This issue of the newsletter is being sent to all property owners.  HACA is a non-profit organization and the vast 
majority of our financial resources come from membership dues and donations.  Historically, a little more than one third 
of Hawaiian Acres property owners have become HACA members.  In 2004, HACA had 1458 members (36% of total).  
In 2005, we had 1564 members (39% of total ), but our membership dropped in 2006 to 1484 (37% of total). (Property 
taxes really spiked in 2006, so that might be one reason for the drop.) 

 Planning a budget for the upcoming year that depends on income from voluntary membership dues is a challenge. 
HACA’s Treasurer’s report provides some of the details on HACA‘s 2006 budget and our current financial status, in this 
newsletter. I’d like to encourage those of you who are not currently members of HACA to please consider joining.  (And 
thanks again to our current members.) 

 In my last president’s report (Fall 2006), I mentioned that the County is currently updating the Puna Community 
Development Plan (PCDP).  If you have access to the internet and would like more information on this process, please go 
to http://www.bigislandplan.com/puna.asp.  They will be soliciting public comment on the draft plan, so please take the 
time to submit your thoughts. 

   This is an election issue for HACA.  Current HACA members should have received a ballot enclosed in the news-
letter.  If this election  is consistent with past elections, there will be openings on the ballot or only one name on the ballot 
for some board positions.   If you did not submit your candidacy beforehand and are interested in serving as an officer or 
council representative, please write-in yourself or anyone you would recommend as a candidate.  If you are not a current 
HACA member and would like to join  in this election process, please contact the HACA office manager at 966-9892, 
www.hawaiianacres.org for assistance. 

    The HACA Coqui Control Group was recently awarded a grant for over $3019.70 to assist in our community’s 
eradication efforts.  Coqui frogs are very persistent.  If we want to curtail their spread, more people need to get involved.  
Please refer to my article titled “Remember When Hawaiian Acres was QUIET at Night?” for more information.  

   Despite the presence of a lot of introduced (and often invasive) trees and plants here in Hawaiian Acres, there still 
are areas of native forests.  Many residents would like to preserve these areas, if possible.  Please refer to my article titled 
“Save the Native Forests!” for more information. 

 If you have some ideas or thoughts that you would like to pass on to the HACA board, please let us know what 
they are.  Come to our meetings!  Join one of our committees!  Run for office!  We want your inputs!  We need your 
help!  Get involved....(please)!  Feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.   Be safe and enjoy 
life.....wherever you are.  Mahalo nui loa! 

Editorial Note: 
     Articles submitted to this issue of the newsletter were unusually plentiful.  If your article was not accepted due 

to space restriction, you may find it on the HACA website at http://www.hawaiianacres.org/newsletters/7/ 
Selection policy:  1.  Members, 500 words, non-members, 150 words.  2.  Libelous, defamatory content is not ac-

cepted.  3.  Political, religious, and commercial campaigns are avoided.  4.  Business ads are confined to business card 
size. 

     Opinions expressed do not necessarily represent the HACA editorial committee. 
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AN OPEN LETTER TO PROSPECTIVE NEWCOMERS 

 

BY HACA VICE-PRESIDENT TARAEL THORPE 
Aloha kakou, 
Today I met a couple from California who had purchased property here last year. They had contacted the HACA (Hawaiian Acres 

Community Association) office asking to talk with someone who could answer questions about the Acres and their property. Laurie, our 
illustrious office secretary, called to ask if I would like to meet with them. They even offered to take me to breakfast. They were so 
grateful for the information that I provided them (from my experiences of living on the Island of Hawai'i for over 30 years) they in-
spired me to write this letter in an effort to assist others who may be like them – looking to move to the Big Island, or recently moved, 
and looking into building on their lots some time in the future. 

Their situation was unique (as are many here) since they had purchased their land site unseen through a realtor while they were 
still on the mainland. It had been disclosed to them that there was a waterway crossing the road but they were surprised to find that the 
road had been washed out a few hundred feet before their lots and the only access visible was by walking in or with a very high 4 WD 
vehicle. I had heard about this area so I went to look at the property before I met them in an attempt to assist them in finding their lots. 
They had mentioned that the lots had been recently surveyed. Having checked the lot numbers positions on the HACA map (located in 
the community center) I headed out thinking I would simply count the poles and find their lot using a little simple math in my head. 

After turning off C Rd. onto 2 Rd. toward B Rd., I found that 2 was not unlike most of the roads in the Acres full of pot holes, 
small ponds and generally first-gear-all-the-way kind of driving. It was certainly accessible by car. Since I had a 2WD Nissan Pickup I 
had no problem traversing most of the 1 mile of distance that is the length of our numbered roads (in between the lettered cross roads). 
As I crept along counting the power poles and multiplying by two for the number of lots that I had passed, I noticed that there were nu-
merous freshly bulldozed lots and a few new buildings being erected, as well as a fair number of old driveways that likely housed some 
old timers from this rural lifestyle. 

I noticed a van stopped in the road ahead and thinking it was someone talking story I slowed even more to give them time to finish 
up. The driver saw me in the mirror and pulled over to the side so I could pass. The van drew my attention away for a few seconds so it 
was after I passed them before I realized there were no more poles. HELCO had not extended the electric poles any further. Hmmm? I 
thought, well I'll simply look for the stakes from the recent survey and hope that there weren't any other surveys nearby. A few hundred 
feet past that the road stopped. There was a dry riverbed in front of me that would require a high clearance 4WD vehicle to cross. 

Anticipating no large volume of traffic in the area I grabbed my keys and began walking until I found the lot stakes and the access 
road at the end (Old Volcano Trail) that led down to 3 Rd. Seeing that there was a wall of waiawi(wild guava) trees in front of both of 
the lots and no path down the property line, I assumed that the surveyors either didn't find the back pins or they used the “cut line” to 
access where the pins were from behind. 

When Hawaiian Acres was divided up into lots and the roads were first “cut” by bulldozers in the 1950's, rather than cut a trail 
down each property line,  they simply cleared another access road at the back of the 3 acre lots and put in the adjoining pins for the 
backs of both lots whose frontage was on, for instance,  2 Rd and 3 Rd. This cut line has since grown over by a variety of underbrush, 
fast growing “weed” trees and the occasional young “ohi'a” that is the predominant native forest. If one is familiar with the flora of the 
area and not afraid to traverse the jungle it is obvious in most places where the demarcation of the cut is since the tree growth is so dif-
ferent along that well overgrown path. 

When I finally met these folks, after inviting them over to view our house and lots as a contrast/comparison to theirs, I noticed that 
they had prudently brought a list of questions and tablet with which to write down answers. They were very grateful to have someone to 
answer their questions and give them even unsolicited answers to situations that they had in their heads that simply wouldn't work here. 
Our cups of tea in hand we began a discussion that after a while appeared to overwhelm them in the amount of  “foreign” information. 

Some of the subjects that we talked about I will discuss below in an effort to ward off hard times and painful problems to unin-
formed, well-intentioned folks: 

If you are interested in reading the rest of this article it can be found on the web at http://hawaiianacres.org/ 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
BY PHILIP TAIT 

Our total income for 2006 was $45,708.00, of which a little over $38,500.00 was from membership dues; the rest being made up 
from transfer fees (paid when lots are sold), building use fees and donations. 

We spent $41,735.00, of which $16,885 went to office-related expenses, $4,613.00 went to pay our insurance premiums, 
$6,660.00 was spent to maintain the community building and grounds, approximately $5000.00 was for the two newsletters sent out, 
and $3,695.00 went to various committees, including the Volunteer Fire Department and Emergency Response. 

We had a small surplus of $3,973.00, which allowed us to increase our cash reserves to $58,924.00. 
We are likely to see a depletion of these reserves in 2007, due to a one-time cost to make the community building compliant with 

EPA regulations by conversion of the cesspool to a septic system. We should have sufficient reserves to cover expected expenses, and 
still be able to handle any contingencies. We are also likely to see a drop in transfer fee income due to the Puna property market cooling 
off since the boom of the last couple of years.  

As you can see, without your voluntary dues contributions, the activities and facilities of your Community Association would 
cease to exist or be available. Thank you for making it possible to continue to provide the services that many find invaluable.  



3 
AREA 1 REPORT :   GETTING TO KNOW YOU 

BY JANET JUDY 
I have given this much consideration and have come to the conclusion that you just MIGHT be interested in getting to know the 

people who serve you as board representatives for HACA. 
 Since I came to this fantastic assumption far too late to impose on anyone else, I will tell you about the person I know best: me. 
 I was born Zilpha Janet Lamb, daughter of Lucille and Claude Lamb, in Douglas, Arizona on December 19, 1936.  You do the 

math, I'm an old broad.  I lived in Arizona until I married Ed Judy of Springfield, Ohio.  Ed and I made our home in Springfield and 
raised three wonderful boys, Ray, Rick and Don.  Each one of the three has now carved his niche in the world and all have done 
pretty well for themselves.  I'm one proud Mom. 

 Ed and I divorced in 1984 after 27 years of marriage.  You could say I got the gold mine AND the shaft, since he couldn't take 
it with him in his 1980 Buick back to Arizona.  I got the farm (the gold mine) with much debt (the shaft).  I can honestly say I 
learned a lot about how to keep your nose above water in a BIG hurry.  The youngest son, Don, stayed on the farm and helped in 
every way he could.  We finally sold most of the ground in order to get out from under the debt.  Don resides in the house his grand-
father Judy was born in. 

He and wife, Sue, have fixed the house up and it looks like a doll house.  It's special to all the children and to me to have that 
heritage still there. 

 I'd just like to add that Ray, eldest of the three, is seeing the world from the windows of a semi tractor.  He and wife, Cathy, 
love it.  She drives at night and he during the day. 

 After being alone for 10 years I married again.  Biggest mistake I EVER made and I have definitely made my share!!   The 
marriage lasted 6 1/2 years.  When my middle son Rick and wife Mary called and told me if I would divorce that man they would 
pay for the divorce, I filed the papers.  I just didn't want to divorce and seem like a failure again.   For some words of wisdom----
don't ever consider yourself "a failure".  Sometimes situations work out and sometimes they just don't. 
   I learned to fly a plane in 1966 and got my license in 1967.  Haven't flown for years and years because of the cost so don't call 
and ask for a ride, o.k.? 

I sang with the Dayton, Ohio Gem City Sweet Adelines for 3 years.  We won a Gold Medal in San Antonio in 1992.  I can't tell 
you what a thrill that was!!   

 I came to Hawaiian Acres in 1999 after I retired from the U.S. Postal Service after 24 years of service.  I loved that job!  My 
Mom and Dad have lived in Hawaii since 1962 and came to the Acres around 1970.  Mom passed away Sept. 1, 2001, but Dad is still 
with us.  Most of the time we are thankful for that.  It's a special thing to have a parent with you past 88 years old.  Thank You Lord. 
     If you think the article is a good thing, please let me know.  I am sincerely hoping that you will get a really special view of all 
the people who serve you on your elected board.  If you don't like what we are doing for you, be sure and vote   Thanks Sincerely! 

   AREA 3 REPORT     
BY JACK RUSSELL BRAUHER 

  If you’re wondering what’s been going on in Area 3, I can confirm it’s still here. 
   The difference since the last newsletter is more driveways and house sites. We might say we’re experiencing growing pains, 

which translates to more traffic, more roadside litter, etc… 
   I can hear the coqui frogs approaching along the Uhini Ana/Road 1 corridor. I’ve been lucky so far. The only coquis I’ve had 

near by, I’ve applied lime to control them. That was over a 3-year period. 
   Different residents have different opinions regarding their noise. They don’t affect everyone negatively. Ultimately their loud 

call may drown out other objectionable noise at night. 
   A really objectionable night noise lately has been roosters that don’t sleep. They tend to ruin residents’ sleep as well.  
 If my “Human Interest” letter gets published in this news, you’ll get more details. At first, when I heard the call for articles of 

“Human Interest”, I was opposed to the concept. My rationale was that if anyone actually reads our news, they must be Human and 
have an Interest or they wouldn’t be reading it. Then I wondered if we were attempting to discriminate against higher forms of intel-
ligence, such as space aliens. Or for that matter we don’t want our dogs to read it. After some pondering, over the next couple of 
weeks, I realized maybe I do have something that would qualify. Planning my  subject, I suspected that I may be sticking my neck 
out on this one. 

 Well! That’s all I have this time. I hope you’re not disappointed. 

 PLANNING COMMITTEE 
BY JULIE JACOBSON, COMMITTEE CHAIR 

Aloha.  The HACA Planning Committee co-sponsored a successful trash clean up in Hawaiian Acres with Reverend Damien 
Shrinsky and the congregation of the Kurtistown Assembly of God Church.  We all worked hard, cleaned up our roadways, and en-
joyed a yummy lunch provided by Reverend Shrinsky. We look forward to future clean ups as this job is never done. 

 
The HACA Planning Committee continues to focus on Hawaiian Acres Projects and needs.  The recent successful HACA sur-

vey continues to be analyzed.  Mahalo to all who responded.  Since this issue of the HACA newsletter is tight for space, I will report 
further on HACA planning matters in future newsletters. Aloha.  
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HAWAI'IAN MYTHOLOGY  
(FROM WIKIPEDIA) 

 
In Hawai'ian mythology, Ohi'a and Lehua were 

two lovers separated by the goddess Pele.  Pele desired 
Ohi'a and when she could not have him, she turned him 
into a tree.  Lehua was devastated by this transformation 
and out of pity the gods turned her into a flower and 
placed her upon the Ohi'a tree.  Separating these united 
lovers is not encouraged, and it is said that when a lehua 
flower is plucked from the ohi'a tree, the sky fills with 
rain representing the lovers' tears. 

 

 DO JEWELS LOSE THEIR LUSTER? 
BY JACK RUSSELL BRAUHER 

          I’ve been lucky over the past 24 years where I live. I've enjoyed the peace and quiet immensely, maybe too 
much, for now I expect it. Scarier than that,  I find myself willing to fight for it. Has anyone else experienced this in the 
Acres? 

    It’s changing here. The phenomenon might be changing me. I react to the increase in junk cars dumped on our roads. 
The trash bags thrown in the bushes blow my mind. To think that one could be that lazy! Lots are being bulldozed com-
pletely, shocking my senses. The contemptuous behavior that some residents display toward others’ privacy is appalling to 
no end. Rip-offs, that plague certain areas of HA periodically, repulse me beyond comprehension. 

    Some people call the populating of the planet progress. It might be considered by some to be a disease, a scourge, or 
the demise of humanity, creeping like a strangling vine. 

    HA used to be a place to hide from the Rat Race. I think the rats have found us and it looks good to them. They 
might be recognized by their other identities. Such as unscrupulous real estate speculators, developers, greedy bulldozer 
drivers, and to a lesser degree of culpability, just plain ignorant na malahini. There are some real estate agents falling in that 
category (No one that lives here though). 

    In my time here I’ve seen other causes to this encroaching madness. The PEAR is one that’s had a serious negative 
impact. Just look at the amount of trash dumped on the road lot, where HA connects with Ainaloa. How could any rational 
human being deny this observation?  That’s some of the bigger picture here. 

     Some of us, including myself, have experienced some direct assaults. I recently came home from work one day to 
find an adjacent lot cleared completely, with what appears to be a house site looking in my bedroom window. Though the 
landowner has chosen not to reply to my letter questioning his intent, I have come to realize the greedy equipment operator 
is at fault. There goes the neighborhood! The appalling part of this dilemma, is that the lots are long enough that with smart 
planning the apparent house site could have been located out of my sight and away from my 
planned pig enclosure. 

   Worse than that situation is what’s happening on the other side of me. A lot owner, 
(as told to me by the residents) has given them permission to live on his lot. Being the com-
munity minded person I am, I thought “No big deal”. Boy was I wrong! 

The first incident was the sawing and pounding of nails at 1AM. 
     THIS AIN”T THE FREAKING CITY! 
     This was a quiet part of the neighborhood until then. I called the police to find out 

what recourse I had. The dispatcher said an officer would call me back for details and advice. What a fool I was! Two HPD 
cars showed up about 20 minutes later. No one but myself could have made that call. It was definitely awkward, but I fessed 
up.  I thought we still had the chance that they could become good neighbors. Boy was I a fool! 

Shortly after, a junk car showed up. Where does he put it?  Right in front of my place. IN MY FACE! It took 7 weeks 
and plenty of complaints on my part. Even though HPD tagged it, the county never hauled it. The resident finally got tired 
of my persistence to do something about it, and did. I apologize to whomever had it dumped in front of their place. 

    Then there’s the rooster that went off all night! I tried diplomacy. That failed miserably. I tried to buy it. That failed. 
The resident said he’d give it up to a good home. I found one and he changed his mind. Then I realized they were out to irri-

(Continued on page 5) 

 
HAWAIIAN ACRES COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEMBEANNUAL GENERAL MEMBEANNUAL GENERAL MEMBEANNUAL GENERAL MEMBERSHIPRSHIPRSHIPRSHIP MEETING MEETING MEETING MEETING 

  SUNDAY, JULY 15, 2007 
2:00 PM  

at the Community Center   
Roads 8 & C 

     
Potluck  before the Meeting at 1:00PM!! 

      Come one, Come all!! 
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HAWAIIAN ACRES FARMERS MARKET? 

BY MOLLY MILLER 
How many of us want a farmers' market at the Hawaiian Acres Community Center?  Saturday would be a good day 

for it. This could be an alternative to traveling to Hilo for market, yet leave Sunday open for those who do Makuu Mar-
ket. 

    The older homesteads in the Acres have a lot of mature fruit trees, and the owners would like to sell or trade their 
bounty locally. Or land owners who haven’t the time or energy to harvest all their fruit could have their neighbors har-
vest for them, sell at the market and share the profits. 

     We could also have local greens, vegetables, herbs, young tree and plant starts as well as other homegrown de-
lights. And local crafters, artists, massage therapists, and other trades people would have a place to become known by 
their neighbors. 

     A local farmers' market will help create a more sustainable lifestyle and build a healthier community. Anyone 
interested in being involved please contact Madeline Romero at 968-8536 or Nadja Burdge at 966-4042. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Farmer’s market drawing 

tate me. For 2 months I got 10 nights of uninterrupted sleep. But then beautiful omnipresent Karma manifested itself. 
Other neighbors reported they’d seen it run over in the road. I thought it was too good to be true. But slowly over the 
next week I noticed the peace and quiet had returned. I slept. I slept deeply and completely. 

   In retrospect, I’m beginning to think HA is too small for me. I was beginning to think that as a HACA board 
member I could no longer honor the oath we take “To promote community spirit and foster good will amongst all HA 
residents”. I may be taking a defensive stance. This may not be a good thing for my sanity and privacy. 

   I’ve put 24 years of my life into HA. I see HA as home. But I fear for the future of HA. 
   Please respect existing residents’ privacy when and if you move to your HA lot. It makes for a harmonious and 

desirable community. 

Do Jewels Lose their Luster?   (Continued from page 4) 
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LANDOWNER CONCERNS SURVEY RESULTS      FALL 2006 
 

     Thank you for taking the time and effort to respond to our survey.  Some remarked that this was our best survey ever.  With 
287 responses, it certainly was our best response ever. 

     Surprises:  
1.  One hundred twenty-four said “no” to “a village center in your neighborhood” and 55 were unsure.  But a surprising third 

(97) were in favor. Of those, 24 included their lot # or TMK.  A very controversial and dynamic topic.   
2.  Fifty three percent (151) were in favor of buses in Hawaiian Acres, but a few of the negative responses to this question were 

quite emotional.   
3.  About 16% (46) would be willing to donate additional money to HACA projects.  This supportive attitude is gratifying and 

encouraging.  
 4.  Only about 37% (103) say coquis are a problem. 
 
     Of 287 responses, 241 are in favor of retaining Ag 3 zoning, but 231 do not practice commercial agriculture; 116 do not in-

tend to; 168 do not practice subsistence agriculture; and 71 do not intend to. Recently there was a bill in the legislature designed to 
“upgrade” exactly this kind of land use to “rural”.  We've heard that the bill died, but may be revived later. 

     In reading the survey tallies you may notice that the totals do not equal 287.  Some responses were entirely or partially il-
legible or ambiguous.  Survey tallies pages can be viewed on the website:  www.hawaiianacres.org 

 

Survey Comments 
 

     Thank you for your interesting comments.  About one third of surveys returned (94 of 287) included comments.  If you feel 
that your comment may have been misunderstood or overlooked, you may scold me, John Lehnert, HACA secretary.  Some com-
ments were entirely illegible. A few of you wrote several pages of comments.  A tally of suggestions/ ideas mentioned is in parenthe-
ses. 

 Village center ideas: 
     Small convenience store/grocery/pharmacy (19).  Farmers’ market/food co-op (16).  Laundromat (6). Bakery (3).  Small 

diner/coffee shop/ (6).  Satellite County office (4).  Post office annex/more mail boxes (7).  Larger playground/park/swap meet area 
(28).  Expand community center/pavilion/dance hall/ exercise classroom area (23). Police/fire station (4). Arts/crafts/music/library/
computer/education center (22).  Emergency shelter/medical clinic (5).  Water well (1).  Gas station (6).  Hardware (1).  Community 
gardens (5).  Radio transmitter (2). Bank/ATM (2).  Liquor store (2). 

     A few suggested locations for village centers were the community center lot or other lot owned by HACA, but many pre-
ferred commercial development in areas zoned for it, such as Keaau, Kurtistown, Mt. View, or Shipman Park. 

     It’s interesting that no one mentioned a church or a tavern. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
     HACA appreciated/complimented (16).  HACA is “incompetent, self-serving, closed club, snooty, get lost “(7).  HACA 

should have:  more fund raising activities (3);  more planning activities (1);  more open office hours (2);  more information and wel-
coming for newcomers, e.g., details of lot developing and building, County permitting process, etc. (4);  more information of Puna 
area developments and County plans (3); and have special meetings for particular issues such as helicopters and clear cutting (1).  
HACA should buy more land to preserve open space (1); promote participation and membership (6); and promote a barter economy 
(2).  HACA meeting minutes should be more detailed and published sooner (4). 

 

     HARC appreciated/complimented (8).  HARC is incompetent, etc. (2).  Roads are terrible/not done right (18).  1 Rd. should 
be double lane and paved (12).   More pavement elsewhere (3).  Increase HARC fees (4).  Taxes should be withheld if County does-
n’t pave 1 Rd. (1).  Promote value of  slow bumpy roads (2).  HACA/HARC billing notices should say “voluntary” on them (3). 

 

 Website complimented (11). Website lousy (0). Website should: not mention pakalolo (marijuana) (1); provide chat/blog space 
(3); give biographical info of HACA and HARC council members (2);  give links to County information, daily weather, crime statis-
tics (4); have a “volunteers needed” page for local events and activities (1); and have a map with TMKs and more information (2). 

 

     Newsletter complimented (9).  Newsletter lousy (2).  Newsletter should always ask for HA wants and needs (1).  Less gab; 
more news (1).  Less opinion: more fact (1). 

 

     Survey complimented (12). Survey stupid (2)  Question #9 very confusing (10).  Question #5 very stupid (6). Question #9, 
item H “Give me my money back” was put in as a humorous acknowledgment of our Lone Ranger/pioneer attitudes.  Almost every-
one left it blank.  Several saw the joke.  Two respondents took it very seriously but did not say who they were.  How odd it was that 
the Lone Ranger was rarely alone! 

 

      Other comments: Prosecute people who abandon cars (2). Coquis could be worse; leave them be.  Nettle caterpillars are 
worse. (6)  Coquis are terrible (4)  Increase Community Watch  (2).  Improve road signs (3).  Charge helicopters to fly in our air 
space. (5).  Community solar energy generator (1).  Buses would increase crime and traffic problems (3).  Community satellite dish 
(1).  Much more emergency planning needed (2).  More police presence (6).  Bike/horse paths on 1 & 8 Rds. (6).  HACA should buy 
and rent out electric shuttles rather than have buses (1).  Too many loose dogs (2). “The truth is 99% oppose buses but the survey had 
no article opposing buses.” (1)  “Newcomers trying to import suburbia should go back where they came from.”(1) 
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CANDIDATE FOR REP-AT-LARGE 
BY PATRICE MACDONALD 

I am running for the position of Rep-At-Large. We have 
several lots in the old ‘O’o’a’a Kipuka and we hope to conserve 
this unique and beautiful forest. We work hard, propagating 
native plants and eradicating invasive species. We have been 
working to keep OUT the coqui for years and so far have none 
in our forest. Educating people now before it is too late is im-
portant.  

It has been an interesting year on the HACA board and I 
have learned a lot about how our community functions. I will 
continue to represent the old timers and new comers who are 
interested in our culture and ecology. I have been working with 
Community Watch and Emergency Response, and continue to 
be proactive concerning future development, maintaining our 
Agricultural status, and educating people in the consequences 
of future over-development, and hope to continue doing so in 
the future.  

I enjoy sitting in the nine acres of forest of ohi’a and 
hapu’u, leaning against an ancient ohi’a tree five feet in diame-
ter. Above my head the I’o hawk has been nesting in the same 
trees for the past ten years. Awed, I watch each year the hawks 
return to raise their young. A most fascinating observation has 
been the fledgling hawks converging several times per year. 
We watch them gather in pairs and call to each other as though 
old friends. We have seen as many as six hawks together. The 
hawks teach their young to fly proudly from the huge dead 
ohi’a at the edge of the forest….there is no better place to live. 
Mahalo! 

 

    CANDIDATES’ LETTERS 
Only Hawaiian Acres Community Association paid Members have received the HACA Ballot Inserts  

included with this newsletter. New members will be sent  ballots upon request. 

    CANDIDATE FOR PRESIDENT                                
Aloha all, 
     I am a candidate for the position of president once 

again.  If I'm elected, this will be my second year in this of-
fice.  I have learned a lot about chairing a board and am get-
ting better at doing things by Roberts' Rules.  (I am trainable.)  
I've really enjoyed meeting and interacting with the other 
members of the HACA board, as well as members of our com-
munity.   

     I would be honored to serve as the president of 
HACA for another year.  Please give me that chance. 

Mahalo for your consideration, Diana Miller  

CANDIDATE FOR SECRETARY 
BY JOHN LEHNERT 

     I’ve enjoyed three years as secretary and am having 
another go.  Thank you for your votes, support, and criticisms.   

 

     Everyone who disagrees with me is stupid, disturbed, 

ignorant, or EVILEVILEVILEVIL!! And what’s worse, those who don’t admit 

it are IN DENIALIN DENIALIN DENIALIN DENIAL!!   
 

     Bored adolescent:  Do you have enough money to see 
the new hair-raising suspense movie? 

            Next bored adolescent:  No.  Let’s just go up on 1 Rd. 
and watch school buses try to pass each other. 

 

     God and our president have a lot in common besides 
never needing to read anything.  Without fear, war, and death, 
neither could get a recommendation. 

 

     My wife and I get along great.  She pretends I’m the 
boss.  I pretend she’s the boss.  The bossiest thing she does is 
give me permission to be the boss. 

 

     When you live in the woods you have a relationship 
with the wildlife.  I never need to wash dishes.  I just put them 
on the back porch at night, and in the morning they're clean. 

CANDIDATE FOR AREA 2 REP  
BY JULIE JACOBSON 

Aloha.  I’m asking  for your vote to continue as your 
HACA Representative for Area 2.  As many of you know, my 
husband Bob Jacobson and I have been residents of Hawaiian 
Acres for 25 years.  I was the Puna- Ka’u, South Kona Hawaii 
County Councilmember for two terms from 1998 to 2002 and 
Bob is in his third term in this County Council seat. I have 
also had a 30 year career as a Special Education teacher. I 
enjoy my service to our community as a HACA representative 
and look forward to serving again. 

CANDIDATE FOR AREA 1 REP 
 

I am Janet Judy and I am running for Area One Rep on 
your HACA board for the 2007-2008 term. 

Thanks for your vote. 

Hawk pic 
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SAVE THE NATIVE FORESTS!! 

BY DIANA MILLER 
 

 Over the past couple of years,  the real estate market has been very active in Hawaii, so  there are many new Hawaiian Acres 
property owners who may be unaware of some of what I am about to discuss.  Ultimately, I am writing this article in hopes of saving 
some areas of native forest from the path of a bulldozer, or any lesser means of land-clearing.   

 Hawaiian Acres encompasses an area of over 12,000 acres.  Most of our properties are still undeveloped.  There are still many 
areas of native forest throughout the subdivision.  I had no clue how to tell the difference between native and non-native plants when I 
first moved here.  If it was green, then I thought I liked it.  However, after spending almost 4 years hacking through various invasive 
plants and in order to save the native ohi’a lehua trees (or metrosideros polymorpha for you scientific-types) and other native flora on 
my properties, I have determined that not all green things are good.  I have also put together a list of green things that I don’t like.  
They are invasive non-native plants and trees, such as strawberry guava, tibouchina, melastome, Koster’s curse, cecropia and albizia 
trees, kahili ginger, and the list goes on. 

 If you are lucky enough to own a lot with mostly native forest, you should be able to easily identify the native plants and trees.    
On other lots with several invasive plants and trees, the natives might be overgrown, but you can still usually find some.  In Hawaiian 
Acres, the most common native tree is the ohi’a lehua, an evergreen tree that can grow up to 65 ft.  It produces a brilliant display of 
flowers ranging from red (most common) to yellow.  It also grows very slowly.   A tree will gain about one inch in diameter every 15-
20 years.  A prominent feature in the understory is the hapu’u, the Hawaiian tree fern.  Also, widespread in the native forest areas is 
the vining uluhe fern.  (The good news about the uluhe fern is that it will fill in an area thereby keeping out some of the aggressive 
invasive plants.)   Generally, native plants are better adapted to the environment and are more resistant to pests and diseases.  There are 

(Continued on page 10) 

PLAYGROUND IMPROVEMENT FUNDRAISER 
BY LORI LOFTIN, TREASURER FOR FUNDRAISER 

 
On March 24 two groups, Together Time Parent & Keiki group 

and A.L.O.H.A. Homeschoolers, held a fundraiser to improve the 
playground at the Hawaiian Acres Community Center. The fundraiser 
consisted of: Rummage sale clothes, books, and household items;  
perennial edible plants, potted by the keikis; organic baked goods and 
raw chocolate (cacao) candy;  and 10 minute chair massage. 

     We made a little over $300.  We plan to hold more fundrais-
ers and ask the Hawaiian Acres Community Association for matching 
funds. 

     “We learned a lot this first time and I think we’ll get more 
efficient and bring in more cash in the future,” says Nadja Burdge , 
who was collecting donations of clothes, books and miscellaneous 
“stuff “ from her friends and neighbors for months prior to the sale. 

     Now we're working on deciding how to spend the money. 
The kids say they want a slide, climbing structure, monkey bars, teth-
erball and a big sandbox. We are researching costs and logistics for 
these and deciding what we want to do first. 

     We are very thankful to John Lehnert for setting up his tarp 
pavilion for the sale. It was necessary for us to have more coverage to 
fit in all we had. 

     Our vision is to make our community center a fun, safe place 
for families. How nice it is to have a space to play and visit with our 
neighbors and not have to leave the Acres to do it.       

Together Time Parent & Keiki group meets every Friday from 
11am-2pm. They’ve been meeting since last September, have built a 
strong ohana feeling, and hope to continue to grow as the word gets 
out. Anyone wishing to make a financial, material or time donation to 
this playground improvement project please contact Lori Loftin at 
896-3181. 

  

Playground drawing 
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HAWAIIAN ACRES ROAD CORPORATION 
NEWSLETTER SPRING-SUMMER 2007 

Notice: Separate from HACA is HARC - Hawaiian Acres Road Corporation. If you aren’t already a member helping to maintain 
your roads, you can send $60.00 per year (January—December) to: 

 HARC     PO Box 1261, Kurtistown, HI      96760 

PRESIDENT’PRESIDENT’PRESIDENT’PRESIDENT’S REPORTS REPORTS REPORTS REPORT    
BY RANDY KAULFERS 

 

Oct 2006 holds some memorable moments for 
Hawaiian Acres residents; a 6.8 magnitude earthquake  
followed by over 16 inches of rain, which flooded 
many areas and severely damaged most of our roads. 
To date, most of the roads are back in pretty good 
shape. We used light box scraping, added many loads 
of gravel to the roads and punched out drainage areas 
on the shoulders. 

 I wish to thank the road chairs and all of the con-
tractors for their quick response in helping repair our 
roads. All of the Road dues allocation for 2006 was 
exhausted for these emergency repairs. 

Hawaiian Acres Road dues are not mandatory, so 
our funding sources are limited each year. I wish to 
thank all of the lot owners who have paid their dues 
for 2007, and encourage others to please do so. With-
out these funds, we would not be able to repair and 
maintain the roads at all. 

Remember that our Board members are all volun-
teers. Road dues are allocated to specific roads based 
upon where your lot is located and every cent of your 
road dues received minus the office expenses, goes 
back into maintaining our roads. Hopefully this 
should answer several phone calls I have received re-
garding how the money is being spent. I have also re-
ceived several phone calls about paving the roads. The 
last estimate HARC received was $4.50/sq ft which 
would be 10 feet wide by 100 ft long. The minimum 
cost to bring out the paving equipment is $4500.00. 

The HARC Board members are doing the best 
they can with limited resources. It takes 6 paid mem-
ber for one truck load of gravel.. Matching funds are 
also being considered at this time. At our monthly 
meetings, we always discuss how far we can stretch 
the allocated road dues to serve the property owners 
of Hawaiian Acres best.           Mahalo! 

 

VICEVICEVICEVICE----PRESIDENT & G RPRESIDENT & G RPRESIDENT & G RPRESIDENT & G RD REPORTD REPORTD REPORTD REPORT    
 

                      Kaila's Korner 
Aloha all, 
 Here it is another year & another road to fix. 
We had a lot of damage on "G" road during the 
last rain storm. Unfortunately I had little funding 
to fix the problems. Quite a few people were upset 
and I don't blame them, it's hard on your vehicle, 
not to mention your body, when the roads are in 
such disrepair. My hope is that more people who 
live on and around "G" road  will think more seri-
ously about paying their road dues the next time 
they are driving on "G" road and complaining how  
bad it is. 
 I'm just "ONE" person and I pay my dues & 
volunteer on the HARC board because I know 
where the donations go and the good that can come 
from them. 
And to all the paid members & few volunteers, 
Mahalo  
Aloha ka kou 
Kaila (Gail) Dehmer 

B RD REPORTB RD REPORTB RD REPORTB RD REPORT    
BY NICKY RAPOZA 

 
 To Community Members, 
 

B Road work done in 2007 
 

 We have done grading from roads 9-11, we 
have also spread gravel in the area.  We have put 
gravel down from roads 4-8, we have also done 
box scraping. In the future the same type of work 
will be done to maintain the quality of our roads. 
 
  Mahalo! 
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HAWAIIAN ACRES ROAD CORPORATION 
NEWSLETTER SPRING-SUMMER 2007 

C RD & PAVEMENT CHAIR MESSAGE  
BY SUSANN TITA 

 C Rd: This year a large project was done at the intersections of 9 & C and 10 & C. Both are very flood sensitive intersections. Ce-
ment was poured to create safer intersections. The project cost was $8000.00 in cement, $2000.00 in wire and rebar, and $2000.00 for 
labor. The commuters in that area can now traverse the road in heavy rain safely. It was a project that was long overdue, the road had 
been washed out. Additional money was spent on Road C from 11-1 involving spreading of rocks. The cost for that was  approx. 
$2500.00. An additional $2000.00 will be spent on rocks for Road C from 5-1 to make the road more passable. 
 Pavement: The plan for Rd 1 is laying down rock the entire length of the road on the shoulder. Money is set aside for this project 
and it should be completed by the end of summer. 9 Rd pavement potholes have been repaired. The shoulder work is planned to be 
completed by the end of the year. The purpose is to make the road safer for people to pull off, yielding to outgoing traffic. 

PROTECT THE RAINFOREST OR BULLDOZE THE RAINFOREST??  MAKE THE RIGHT CHOICE! 
BY ROBERTA BRASHEAR-KAULFERS 

 

Aloha everyone, 
I have been working on a adventurous GIS project entitled Land Clearing Survey in Hawaii Acres. I have used MLS maps and plotted 
out lots on Moho - 8 Road and adjacent lots nearby as to their status of land clearing. 
Having performed the driveway counts several times in the 1990’s for HACA, I was not completely shocked at the current build out 
and clearing along 8 road. 
The data completed has been plotted and I am leaving a copy of this large map at the HACA building so that others may view it. 
 
The problem: Pristine Rainforest is being destroyed at a rapid rate. Clearing of the Puna rainforest has been occurring at an accelerated 
rate recently. The recent land grab of the past few years has led to an influx of individuals from the mainland and other areas. The 
availability of “cheap” land in Hawaiian Acres has created a tremendous boom in bulldozing and land clearing in our subdivision. 
 
Purpose of the project: To assess the amount of land clearing and make a comparison to driveway count data collected in 1998 by R. 
Brashear-Kaulfers. 
 
The Goal: To preserve and Protect the existing Puna rainforest habitat for all of the Native species who live there. Intrinsic value is 
very important! 
 
Comparison Between 1998 and 2006 on 8/Moho Road 
 
    Block            1998    Count     2006                    Land Clearing (Acres)                    Forest 
                    Total            1         1-2           2-3          5        intact 

 
A comparison between the Hawaiian Acres driveway count data from 1998 (147) to the present 2006 (207), shows an increase  of 60 
lots cleared. Moho Rd (8 Rd) has 393 lots and the data from 1998 showed build out at 37.4%. The Nov 2006 data shows 207 of 393 
lots have clearing with a 52.7% build out. The total number of driveways for all of Hawaiian Acres in 1998 was 854. Current totals are 
not available at this time. Our Pristine rainforest is disappearing at an alarming rate and more needs to be done to protect our precious 
Puna Rainforest before it is all cleared! 

A to B Rd - Kea Rd 23 24 8 9 7   9 

B to C Rd – Po’ola Rd 45 56 14 11 31   16 

C to D Rd – Alula Rd 26 41 11 21 9   30 

D to E Rd – Kio’ele 
Rd 

19 28 15 8 5   44 

E  to F Rd – Ale Rd 18 26 8 8 10   47 

F to G Rd – Wao Kele 
Rd 

16 32 10 14 7 1 38 

TOTAL 147 207 66 71 69 1 184 



want pavement, the quotes we have gotten are approx 
$4500.00 for a 10ft wide, 100ft long, one lane section. 
D Rd gets about 10-12K U.S.D. per year total on aver-
age, so pavement is not an option unless residents 
want to donate funds expressly for pavement any 
where on D Rd.  Costs have risen approx 25 percent, 
and dues on average for this year so far are down 22 
percent. Drive safe with aloha.....peace. 

HARC Road dues = $5.00 x 12 months = $60.00,                                
    or less than 17 cents per day!! 
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D RD REPORTD RD REPORTD RD REPORTD RD REPORT    
BY PAUL SHRIFT 

 

Greetings to all who utilize D Rd to access their 
properties. D Rd was wiped out in the massive flooding 
storm we had in Oct 06 , 2 days after the devastating 
earthquake that caused widespread damage to the entire 
island of Hawaii. The flooding rains wiped D Rd clean 
of all gravel and now in April of 07, due to a new influx 
of volunteer road dues, I am now just getting D Rd back 
to passable condition from Rd 1 to Rd 11. The official 
total was 11 inches of rain in 6 hours but some places in 
the Acres got 16 - 22 inches in the same 6 hour time 
span. 

  My mission this year as your volunteer is to con-
tinue with the monthly maintenance program and to fill 
in the larger ponding areas with gravel. Last year D Rd 
from 10 to 11 had the perpetual pondings filled in and 
the cost was close to $1000.00 for just the aggregate 
alone. 

 D Rd from 1-3 is maintained by 2 volunteers, one 
resident volunteer who has a bob cat and the contractor 
with the tractor / box scraper. 

 A reminder to all, the unofficial speed limit on D 
Rd gravel areas is 15 mph. If it has been dry and there 
are dust clouds behind your vehicle, you are going way 
to fast. SLOW DOWN.  

I have noticed the residents who complain the most 
are the ones who do not pay the volunteer road dues. To 
the people who do pay, I thank you with much aloha, as 
it's you who help keep D Rd passable for all who trav-
erse. 

 In a side note, recently a new resident has moved in 
and accesses D Rd from Rd 10 towards C Rd. He has 
taken it upon himself to destroy the through access  and 
as a result emergency services (as in police and or fire 
rescue) can not access. If a resident is going to do work 
on the roads, please come to the board meetings and get 
the approval in advance so we as a board can oversee. 
Also, and it's worthy of repeating, if you are going to 
bulldoze please have the dozer trailered into your lot or 
to the nearest intersection.  

Costs have risen dramatically, so with less volunteer 
dues being paid in, the road is how it is. One needs to be 
at peace with the roads as they can only be maintained 
with the volunteer dues sent in. To those of you who 

HAWAIIAN ACRES ROAD CORPORATION 
NEWSLETTER SPRING-SUMMER 2007 

 

 
MATCHING FUNDS 

 
 

 What are matching funds? This is a question 
on the minds of many Hawaiian Acres residents 
and property owners. Here is your answer!! 
 The HARC Matching Funds Program is a pro-
gram in which one-half of desired road work 
costs are paid for by HARC, and the other half 
paid for by persons requesting the road work. 
There are certain rules and regulations regarding 
the procedure in which matching funds are ob-
tained and dispensed. The following are general 
guidelines: 
1. At least one person of the group requesting 
matching funds must be a paid member of the 
Road Corporation. 
2. Before work commences, the person or per-
sons requesting matching funds must come to a 
monthly Board meeting to pay for half of the 
project, or have contacted their Road Rep. and 
delivered their $$ to the office. 
3. The proposed work must be approved by the 
HARC Board. 
4. There must be matching funds available for 
the area in which the work is to be done. The 
amount available to members is now $340.00. So 
the total project can be up to $680.00. 
5. This program is generally for the numbered 
roads, not the main ingress & egress roads. 
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HAWAIIAN ACRES ROAD CORPORATION 
NEWSLETTER SPRING-SUMMER 2007 

ATTENTION ALL LOT OWNERS 
If you are planning on bulldozing and/or grading your property, please remember that it is illegal to change the course of 
water flowing at the entry to your property and/or at the exit of your property. You may make water flow changes only on 

your property. 
Also, you may or may not need a grubbing or grading permit. Check with the  

County of Hawaii Planning Dept. (808-961-8288). 
The Soil & Water Conservation District (808-933-8350) can help you if you join as a contributor. They will help you with a 

plan for your property at no cost and no permit needed.  
If you choose this, but do not go by the plan they help develop, you may need to deal with the  

County of Hawaii in the future.  

NOTICE 
 

If you are developing a lot along 
the Puna Emergency Access Road 

(PEAR), which runs from 8 Rd, jogs on F 
Rd to 9 Rd and then out the County lot 
to the Ainaloa subdivision, you must get 
a permit for your driveway from the 

County. Check with the County Planning 
Dept. for more info: 808-961-8288. 

ROAD F REPORTROAD F REPORTROAD F REPORTROAD F REPORT    
BY DEVRA REEVES 

 

Once again it is time to report in regarding the status of road 
work.  I’ve decided to briefly explain how the HARC budget is set 
up and how the monies are spent. 

 The road dues assessments are allocated to each lettered 
road by way of an “I” shaped configuration.  F Road collects from 
everyone that is ½ way between E and G.  The dues are spent to 
maintain F Road and occasionally ½ way to G on both 1 and 8. 

 Money set aside in the budget includes 22% for administra-
tion, 10% for emergency funds and 10% for paving.  At the end of 
each year any and all money left over is allocated for paving pro-
jects designated by the acting board.  Last year much of the Emer-
gency Fund was utilized to repair the roads following the heavy 
rain that washed out many sections in the subdivision, as most of 
us had used our regular monies by that time.  Thus, the purpose of 
the Emergency Fund.    

 The total monies collected for F Road, paid dues, as of 
March 22 is $10,320.00, leaving $5,985.60 after the set aside 
funds.  

 Here’s the scoop regarding paving!  There are mainly 2 con-
tractors that are willing to do paving in the subdivision.  Loeffler 
tends to give us the best bids and has done most of the previous 
work.  They request that the board choose a maximum of 2 loca-
tions as the cost of moving their equipment and crew is prohibi-
tive.  Their most recent quote for small projects is $4.50 sq. ft. and 
$2.50 sp. ft. for larger projects.   Thus if we are to request a 100 ft 
strip, 10 ft wide the cost would be $4,500.00.   The cost of paving 
a stretch say between 8 and 7 would be $44,000.00.  (This is $4.50 
sp. ft. price). 

 The dozing/ripping cost is now $250.00 an hour with a 
$350.00 hauling fee.  Gravel now runs approximately $340.00 per 
load.  Grading the length of F road is $3,000.00.  

I currently have a $4,000.00 PO for ripping and crowning the 
section between 8 and 6 Roads.  The dozer contractor quoted 
$3,000.00, leaving $1,000.00 for gravel if needed.  This should 
provide for much better drainage and many less potholes.  I am 
hoping that by the time this newsletter is in your hands, this pro-
ject will have been completed. 

 There have been 2 loads of 2 ½ minus placed in the lake just 
below 4 road, as there were numerous reports of cars submerging 

Current HARC Board of Directors 2007 
(till December 2, 2007) 

 

President & E Rd Chair    
    Randy Kaulfers         808-966-7002 
Vice-Pres, Treasurer, & G Rd Chair         
    Kaila (Gail) Dehmer  808-966-4276   
B Rd Chair Nicky Rapoza    808-966-7738 
C Rd & Pavement Chair  
    Susann Tita     808-982-9036                         
D Rd Chair     Paul Shrift          808-968-7593 
F Rd Chair     Devra Reeves     808-968-8403 
 

HARC Monthly Meetings are held at the  
Community Center on the 4th Thursday  

of each month   6:00 PM (except for November) 

when it rains heavily.  There were also 2 loads of 2” drain 
rock spread between 5 and 6 Roads.  

 I am holding back on some gravel spreading until the 
dozing work is done just in case it runs over a bit – hopefully 
there will be enough left over for much more gravel spread-
ing on the remainder of the road.  

Given the financial limitations, I am attempting to com-
plete more “permanent” fixes, requiring less on-going main-
tenance and costs within the budget.  If you have ideas, sug-
gestions, please give me a call at 968-8403. 
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DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE PLAN TO BRING A WAL-MART TO  HAWAIIAN ACRES? 
BY MARK VAN DOREN 

The idea is to clear-cut all 9,000 acres and use the proceeds of selling the ohia timber to pave all the roads. Extra 
roads would be inserted between each of the numbered roads, creating more reasonably-sized residential lots which would 
soon fill up and create the critical population number to sustain our own Wal-Mart. 

 What do you think? We here at the Hawaiian Acres Community Association hear many far-fetched ideas like that. 
But most people would like to keep the rural atmosphere of the Acres. So when ideas such as clear-cutting mass areas 
come up we do not support them. We try to promote conservation of the forest and the natural beauty of Hawaiian Acres. 

  Please maintain your membership in the Hawaiian Acres Community Association and encourage other lot owners 
you know to join. Without active leadership representing the desirable status of your land all sorts of crooks with get-rich-
quick schemes would exploit these lands at the expense of our wonderful neighborhood. So please pay your annual dues 
when you get the form. Your few dollars help maintain a keen eye over this precious land. 

 And we could often use more volunteers on community projects. Everyone is always welcome at HACA meetings! 
Come and share your concerns and voice your opinions on the issues  concerning your land! Volunteer to help or run for 
office! Many HACA officers are bearing a heavy load with their day jobs and other volunteer civic duties . We can sure 
use some help!  Pay your dues and try to speak to other lot owners about the importance of maintaining an active Hawaiian 
Acres Community Association to preserve our unique way of life and manage growth in the way you would like it done.  
Not by clear-cutting for a Wal-Mart! 

I REMEMBER WHEN 
BY TOM CLARKE, AREA 4 REP 

 I remember when Loretta and I first moved into Hawaiian Acres. It was a dark and stormy night. Oops! Wrong 
story! Loretta and I have lived in Hawaiian Acres for 21 years, mere short-timers, as it turns out. Our story is not an un-
usual one. We feel blessed to have found Hawaiian Acres.  

 After about six years of living on Maui and Oahu, and working a bit on Kauai, we decided to follow a friend’s 
advice and check out the Big Island. We packed everything we could fit into the trunk of our little Datsun sedan, then 
removed it, and re-packed it as “luggage.”  We shipped our little car, and when it arrived on the Big Island we flew into 
Kona, hitched a ride to Kawaihai, and picked it up. We put all our worldly belongings into the trunk and started out, 
counterclockwise around the island. 

 We were much younger then, and not sure where we were going to sleep that night (or any night) and it meant 
little to us. We had toured many islands, camping wherever we went. We had only our fully loaded Datsun and $200 to 
our name in the entire world. Well, that’s how some of us did it back then. We just let the Universe guide us. 

 After about four hours of driving, as the sun was beginning to set, we drove through Mountain View. Right then I 
knew I had found the place where I wanted to live. I woke Loretta from her road-induced nap and said “this is it, this is 
where we’ll settle down.”  And so it was. 

 Life for Loretta and I continues to improve every day since. We have become Acres people. I am so thankful that 
we found the Acres. We were able to find little jobs here and there, and saved what we could. With only a little bit of 
money down, and a little bit more paid each month, we were able to buy land and build a place of our own, a little 8 by 
12 “Puna Shack,” right here in Hawaii. Amazing! 

 From time to time we added onto our shack, and it went from eight by 12, to 12 by 12, to 24 by 12, and finally 34 
x 12. Obviously, it just kept getting longer and longer (but that’s another story). 

 I remember clearly the one special day, after 15 years of not needing it, that we got real electric power, from the 
poles that HELCO put up just for us. There were none down our road before. We were not wealthy people then, and we 
remain simple folks now, by choice, but wealth is not always measured in money. 

 We are still able to keep the home fires burning. About 10 years ago I learned lampworking, (melting rods of 
glass with a torch to form sculpture, etc.) from a neighbor, and Loretta helps a friend with their B&B. But better than 
that, we have made many wonderful, life-long friends here in the Acres. 

 In 2000, after 15 years of adding to our Puna shack a bit at a time, we were finally able to build a “real” home, 
further back from the road. Now we recall those times when the rain just blew right through our little shack, and we 
smile and remember. 

 It has been great fun to grow with the Acres, and to grow with the times. It was such good fortune for us to find a 
place like Hawaiian Acres, where people can get a start with just a little money and a lot of determination. There are so 
many good people here in this “sub-standard sub-division” that have been able to grow a good life for themselves, just 
because Hawaiian Acres was here for them, too. May it always be so. 



REMEMBER WHEN HAWAIIAN ACRES WAS QUIET AT NIGHT? 
 

BY DIANA MILLER 
 

 kokee Kokee koKEE KOKEE!  KOKEE!!  That’s what I hear outside my house at night.  Four years ago there were 
coqui frogs in Hawaiian Acres, but none close enough to my house to be heard.  Some of you are lucky enough not to have 
any or only a few, so they really don’t bother you now.  The bad news is that if there are a few coquis near your house, it 
will not stay as “a few” for long.    A mating pair can produce 1400 eggs a year.  Once hatched, the froglets will mature in 
about 8 months and adults can live 4-6 years.  That’s a potential for a lot of chirping coquis.  Do you think that you could 
get used to that?  I know I can’t. 

 Most of you already know the background of the coqui frog.  The frog is native to Puerto Rico.  It was accidentally 
brought to Hawaii around 1988.  In Puerto Rico, coquis have plenty of predators  (snakes, tarantulas, etc.), that control their 
population.  They're living the easy life here in Hawaii--great climate, no real predators, lots of bugs.   We cannot really say 
what their population will be if left unchecked.  5,000 coquis per acre? 10,000 per acre?  As long as they have bugs to eat, 
they could continue to increase.  They are not a natural part of our ecosystem, so we do not know the long term effects they 
will have on our native fauna. 

 Hawaii County is taking action in cooperation with state and federal agencies.  They started a Coqui Eradication and 
Control Community Grant Program that gives up to $5000 to communities who want to work collaboratively in their at-
tempts to control the coqui frog.  HACA’s Coqui Control group was recently awarded over $3000 for coqui control in Ha-
waiian Acres.  If you are in the Acres and have the opportunity to pass by the HACA building, you will see the metal shed 
where we store our coqui control supplies.   

 The County also hosts Coqui Frog Control and Eradication Training classes.  I went to the class that was held in 
Mountain View on 20 March.  The class lasted about 2 hours and was very informative.  They presented biological informa-
tion about the coqui frog and then when into details on how to control the spread through both chemical and mechanical 
means.  The State Dept of Agriculture also presented  a comprehensive briefing on how to properly use hydrated lime and 
citric acid, the only two chemicals currently approved to homeowners to control coqui frogs.  USDA also demonstrated how 
to use a 200 gallon gas-powered sprayer that can be used to spread the chemical and water mixtures.  The coqui control 
classes are held every couple of months at various location around the island.  If you have the time, I highly recommend 
that you attend one of these training sessions. 

 Much care needs to be taken when applying chemicals for coqui control.  The labels for these substances must be 
read carefully.  Hydrated lime is a soil additive used to “sweeten” the soil, but as coqui frogs control it is considered a pesti-
cide and many safety precautions must be complied with during application.   

 If you have access to the internet, you can find information about coqui control and eradication.  Here are just a few 
websites:  www.ctahr.hawaii.edu/coqui/index.asp; www.stopcoqui.com; www.hawaiiag.org/hdoa/coqui.htm; 
www.hear.org/AlienSpeciesInHawaii/species/frogs/ 

 There are a lot of resources out there to help you with coqui control.  The County and USDA has a community 
sprayer loan program.  They have 40 gas-powered sprayers mounted on trailers ranging from 100 - 400 gallon capacity.  

(Continued on page 12) 

other natives, but I think what I’ve mentioned are the most common in our area. 
 Some of you own vacant lots and do not plan to develop them. But if you're planning to develop, and are going to clear parts of 

your lot, please try to minimize the amount of native forest that is disturbed, particularly the ohi‘a lehua trees.  An ohi’a takes hundreds 
of years to get to a full sized tree.  We are in the process of writing a pamphlet to provide future developers some insights on the envi-
ronment and the impacts of building in our area.  We hope to have it completed and ready for distribution in the next couple of months. 

 Hawaiian Acres is an ag-zoned subdivision, and if you want to bulldoze all or part of your lot for agricultural endeavors, you 
may do so, with the proper grubbing/grading permits.  However, if you are  planning to build a residence only and you intend to clear-
cut the entire lot in order to erect a residential structure, I ask that you reconsider your plan, especially if your property is native forest.  

 One more thing that may interest the owners of vacant lots.  I recently dedicated two of my 3-acre lots to remain Native Forest 
under a County program.  There was some paperwork, but my application was finally approved.  I have committed to keep my two lots 
in native forest for the next 20 years and the County in turn will give me a tax break on property taxes during that time.   

 If you would like more information about anything that I discussed or would like assistance identifying the native plants and 
trees on your lot, please contact me.  I’ll be glad to help.                   Diana Miller   808-982-7722 

Save the Forests!     (Continued from page 8) 
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BIKE CLUB 

BY DAVID MANTREE 
     Aloha, my name is David Mantree. My family and I are among the growing number of bicyclists that you see riding the 

roads. The Big Island is a great place to ride bikes, and the Acres has some great all-terrain roads to explore. Riding a bike is a great 
way to check out our community and meet others. The roads can be very technical at times, with hills, both up and down, rocks, ruts, 
mud and puddles. 

     So, I'm thinking to start a bike club, to meet Saturday mornings at the Community Center once or twice a month. We can 
plan different courses and talk bikes. Subjects covered would include different aspects of riding, safety and mechanics. A mountain 
or cyclo-cross bike is advisable for rides. We’d also like to start a Bike Path Committee to try to get some funds to improve roads for 
bikes. 

     Thanks to all of the drivers of steel boxes for their patience and care while driving around us bikers. And for those who 
don’t know, when you come across a biker, treat them like a slow moving vehicle and pass, leaving plenty of space.  And do be 
careful of oncoming traffic. 

     Anyone interested in the bike club please contact me at: 968-7141.        We hope some day you can join us. 

DANCES OF UNIVERSAL PEACE IN THE ACRES 
BY MOLLY MILLER 

 
Dances of Universal Peace are easily-learned spiritual folk dances from all traditions, with gentle movements that everyone can 

greatly enjoy. Singing sacred ancient phrases creates a full body healing vibration and when conscious movement is added these be-
come powerful spiritual practices. These dances are participatory and not a performance. 

Since December Amara Wahaba Karuna has been graciously sharing her experience with us by leading these dances at the Ha-
waiian Acres Community Center. Amara has been learning and leading these dances for 15 years. She leads adult-focused dances in 
other locations in Puna. Some of us in the Acres wanted a family dance where children would be welcome with the option to partici-
pate or not. We also wanted the dance to be close to home to save us a long travel and to raise the vibration in our neck of the woods. 

 The next Family Dance will be held on Saturday, May 19. We plan to continue to have these dances on a monthly basis. Watch 
for signs for future dates. Amara appreciates donations of $3-7 for time and energy. 

Any questions please contact Amara at 808-982-6755 
  
We hope many more of you will join us for this opportunity to connect with other families in this uplifting, heartfelt expression 

of community. 

A.L.O.H.A. HOMESCHOOLERS 
BY WILLOW MCMAHON 

 
A.L.O.H.A. (All Liberated Ohana Homeschoolers Association), a homeschool support group, has been busy this past year. The 

local-based all-inclusive group has been expanding, and also starting and participating in many activities. They have created their 
lending library, a wealth of homeschool books, magazines and resources. A.L.O.H.A. has finished a brochure with more informa-
tion about the group, and about homeschooling. Their 4-fold mission statement: 

Inform parents and children that homeschooling is a viable, enjoyable option for education. 
Support each other during our homeschooling journey. 
Network with other homeschooling families. 
Create a healthy, active social life for ourselves and our children 
     A.L.O.H.A. activities include: 

    Teenage Literature Club.  Homeschooling teens meet once a week to read good literature. 
Craft Circle.  Once a month a craft teacher leads the groups in various handicrafts. 
Beach/Park Days.  Every week the group picks a location to meet for a social day at a beach or park. 
     A.L.O.H.A. members are interested in and looking for the following in this community: 
Classes in horseback riding, arts/pottery, dance, music, Spanish & Hawaiian language, and space for classes in theater for a 

drama club. 
     If you have any of the above available, please let them know. Please call (808)-968-7141 for more information. 
     Mahalo! 
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COMMENTS ON PROPOSED CHARTER AND BYLAW AMENDMENTS REVISITED 
BY DIANA MILLER 

 
If you read the Fall 2006 newsletter, you may have noticed that proposed Charter and Bylaw amendments were in 

that issue as well.  We did not have a membership quorum at the Jan. 07 membership meeting so the proposals were not 
put to vote.   Moreover, as we reviewed them, we realized a couple of changes that needed to be made before they were 
put to vote.  Two proposed Bylaw changes were removed from that list. The Article IV, Section 1 proposed Bylaw was 
removed, but it may be resubmitted for consideration at a later date after a past Charter change to the sixth paragraph is 
fully processed.  The Article IV, Section 1 administration correction amendment was removed because it is not needed.  
(My oversight...sorry.)   

I included some discussion on the proposed amendments in my article on this subject in the Fall 2006 newsletter.  If 
you kept the newsletter, you may want to refer to it or to the current Charter & Bylaws documents, which you can access 
on the web,  

             http://hawaiianacres.org/haca.shtml 
One proposed amendment I will speak to again involves the issue of residency.  That proposal would give non-

resident lot owners the ability to hold any council office or position.  When describing the council, our Charter states, 
"...a majority of whom shall be residents of the State of Hawaii."  The Charter requires only the officers  to be  "residents 
of the State of Hawaii."  There are people living in the local area, who own lots or homes in HA, but do not reside here.  
Our Bylaws require council members to attend the council meetings.  If a non-resident property owner is concerned 
enough to get involved and is able to attend the meetings, I can not justify in my mind why he or she should not be able 
to serve on our board.  People do not have to physically reside within our boundaries to be active in our community and 
to care about what is going on.  Besides, we have not historically been overwhelmed by candidates breaking down our 
doors to serve on our board.  
 The Charter and Bylaws provide the guidance on how we are structured and do business, and must serve their pur-
pose well.  There is a method to modify their content and that is what we are doing now.  Proposed amendments will be 
voted on at the Annual Membership Meeting, July 15, 2007. If you will not be attending the meeting, you may fill out 
the Amendment ballot-proxy insert included with this newsletter, designating another member to submit your vote. 

If the proposed changes do not meet the approval of the members, they will not be implemented.  Please vote "yes" 
on these proposals.          Thank you for your time and efforts.    

 

 

DERELICT VEHICLE REMOVAL PROCEDURE 

(removal from roads only) 
as of March 22, 2006 

 
Call police dispatch at 935-3311. Give location, description (year, make, model, color, condition). Request that “tagging” offi-

cer call you back with a police report number for follow-up. If vehicle has not been removed within 2 weeks, call James Isa at 961-
8552. He is rarely in the office so leave a message with the police report number and request assistance. 

You can borrow one FREE OF CHARGE for 6 days at a time.  Please call USDA at 933-6955 to reserve a sprayer or for 
more information.  

 HACA’s Coqui Control group can also help you with coqui control.  We used the grant money to purchase some 
supplies for  coqui control and eradication efforts.  We can reimburse for mileage when you drive to pick up or drop off 
a sprayer from USDA and for gas needed to power the sprayer.  We have bags of hydrated lime.  We have small sprayers 
that we will loan you for a week at a time so that you can take control of the coquis on your lot.   

 We are always looking for more volunteers who are interested in working with neighbors and other community 
members who are trying to stop the spread of coqui frogs in Hawaiian Acres.  Please contact me at 
diana@hawaiianacres.org or 982-7722 if you’d like more information.  

REMEMBER WHEN HAWAIIAN ACRES WAS QUIET AT NIGHT? 
(Continued from page 10) 
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ANOTHER POINT OF VIEW 

 

In the HACA survey last year, only 124 residents of Hawaiian Acres responded. 
149 non residents who responded to survey do NOT live in Hawaiian Acres. 
Most HA residents do not agree that non resident should decide our future development. 
We are NOT in favor of any bus routes through HA 
We are in favor of fixing and maintaining all avenues equally to disperse traffic, 
. We are in favor of VOLUNTARY HACA and HARC ROAD fees. 
Many alternatives to these fees have been suggested. 

A.A  fee for driving D9 bulldozers down our private roads. 
B. Fining bulldozers who destroy pins and surveyed lines 
C.   Grading permits and protection from water , and drainage should be considered.??? 
B. Fining bulldozers and residents who build over the surveyed lines and destroy their neighbors properties.  
6.  .We are in favor of residents Living in Hawaiian Acres. To have the right to vote on HACA business 
Most residents of HA,  want to Keep out development and commercial businesses, 
7. We are in favor of keeping Agricultural 3 status 

Ke’au is commercially zoned, and has already condemned and torn down all residential homes., 
  There will be a hotel and 5,000 more students in private schools there. 
  We do not want commercial development above the highway from Ke’au 
  We are in favor of a hospital that will attract more Doctors and nurses and provide much needed primary care physchi-
ans who can not currently get hospital priveleges. 
    8..  Those who choose to live away from urban  communities should live with their choice. 
Don’t move to a rural area to destroy other rural areas,   Shame on you!!!!!!! 
. One road currently has more drivers per day than Eight road. If the county decides to develop Mountain View then One 
road will be a paved highway. 
Many developers are trying to change our future.   We have been there done that and lost our traditional farms and 
ranches to taxes and commercial development. 
 
Sincerely, 
Mickey Bernard 
Rd 7 HA 
 
 
Editor’s note: Mr. Bernard appears to have information that the editorial committee does not. He did not give a con-
tact number to clarify his statements, and we were unable to locate him.  

 
HACA OFFICE HOURS: HACA OFFICE HOURS: HACA OFFICE HOURS: HACA OFFICE HOURS:     

    

MONDAYS, WEDNESDAYS, MONDAYS, WEDNESDAYS, MONDAYS, WEDNESDAYS, MONDAYS, WEDNESDAYS,     

THURSDAYS   THURSDAYS   THURSDAYS   THURSDAYS       

    

9:00AM TO 1:00PM9:00AM TO 1:00PM9:00AM TO 1:00PM9:00AM TO 1:00PM    

    



14 
ALOHA FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS! 

FROM HAWAII COUNTY COUNCIL MEMBER, BOB JACOBSON 
Aloha  
     I appreciated the chance to renew my Cardio-Pulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) certification here two months ago at the 

HACA center with the Volunteer Fire Departments (VFD) of Hawaiian Acres, Fern Acres and Orchidland.  Although I’ve been certi-
fied annually since nursing school in 1975, I had two firsts during this session. I didn’t have to leave my own subdivision for the 
training, and the training was briefly interrupted by a flock of chickens that entered the HACA Community Center (perhaps they felt 
they needed the training). 

 This interaction with our local VFDs brought home the need for Automatic External Defibrillators (AEDs).  At a Hawaii Is-
land VFD Chiefs’ meeting about a week later I learned that nine of my district’s VFDs had no AEDs.  These devices are most useful 
in cardiac emergencies. Defibrillators,  in conjunction with people trained to administer CPR, save lives better than anything.  
Thanks to some of your taxes, I was able to appropriate the money needed to purchase AEDs for our own Hawaiian Acres VFD “5 
BRAVO” and the other eight VFDs in my district without AEDs.  Because of the rural nature of Puna, Kau and South Kona, there 
are more VFDs in District 6 than any of the other Council Districts. And people in this area are more independent and self- moti-
vated than any place I know of. 

 I  urge every one of you to learn CPR and get AED operator's training.  AEDs are becoming far more common in public ar-
eas.  Our own Council offices have one.  You may save a loved ones life. 

 Thanks again for re-electing me to the Hawaii County Council in September.  I got my political and planning start here in 
Hawaiian Acres.  Plans that could change the character and direction of land use in my own neighborhood motivated me to enter the 
political arena and continue to keep me involved.  It is said all politics are local.  This is particularly true in the case of land use plan-
ning in Hawaii as well as most other aspects of government.  Feel free to contact me at my office by email:  jjaco@hawaiianisp.com 
or call at 808-961-8263. 

 Thanks for those of you who are paying members of HACA or the Hawaiian Acres Road Corporation, thanks for your dues 
and support for the community institutions that do so much for residents.  For those who haven’t joined or renewed yet, please do so. 

 Thanks to those of you who are board members or volunteers with these organizations, and thank you for your tireless service 
and commitment to the community!                 Mahalo! 
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Rep-at-Large 
Patrice Macdonald 
PO Box 368 
Kurtistown, HI  96760 
808-966-9892 
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Julie Jacobson 
PO Box 900 
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808-966-8831 
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808-933-1131 (officeVM) 
808-966-8705 (home) 
stephbath@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Area 3 Reps 
Mark Van Doren 
PO Box 943 
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808-968-7393 
markandster@msn.com 
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PO Box 1065 
Mt. View, HI  96771 
808-968-8976 
cell 808-936-3421 
pulama11@earthlink.net 
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Keaau, HI  96749 
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LOOKING FOR SOMETHING TO DO?? 
We always welcome volunteer help from our community!! 

call (808) 966-9892 to see how you can help! 

����    HACA COUNCIL MEETING - Second Monday of 
the months of June, August, September, November, 
December, 2007, February, March, & May, 2008 at 

6:30 pm, or after the Quarterly and Annual meetings. 
����    QUARTERLY AND ANNUAL HACA 

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS - Next is the Annual 
Mtg, Sunday, July 15, 2007 at 2:00 pm with Regular 
Council meeting to follow and Potluck before the mtg 
@ 1:00. Qtrly’s will be October 14, 2007, January 13, 

2008, & April 13, 2008. 
����    HAWAIIAN ACRES ROAD CORPORATION- 

4th Thursday of every month except November at 

6:00 PM. 
����    COMMUNITY WATCH (HACWP) - call the office 

for the latest: 808-966-9892 

����    HAWAII GROTTO (Caver’s) 3rd Thursday at 6:30; 
call HACA first 808-966-9892 

����    EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM (HAERT) - 
call the office for the latest: 808-966-9892 

����    PLANNING  COMMITTEE - - call the office for 

the latest: 808-966-9892 
����    VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT TRAINING: First 

Tuesday of the month at 4:00 PM 
����    ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS the JungleBunch - 

Every Wednesday at 5:00 PM 
����    TOGETHER TIME PARENT & KEIKI GROUP : 

11:00am to 2:00pm, Fridays 
����    SCRAPBBOOKING: 2nd Saturday of each month 1-

4 PM. 
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