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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

BY JACK RUSSELL BRAUHER 
     Aloha Members! 
 
     Mahalo for your votes of confidence to our 

board election process this past summer. It’s comforting 
that someone cares enough about the Hawaiian Acres 
community to show an interest in what we are hoping to 
accomplish as a community association. 

     So what’s been going on in H.A. since the last 
newsletter? Recently our Community Watch Program 
dissolved. The Hawaii State Department of Commerce 
and Consumer Affairs revoked HACWP’s non-profit 
status for failure to submit their annual report. Because 
HACWP operated autonomously, HACA was unaware 
of their situation. Ken Cutting has officially resigned 
from heading the program. HACWP has returned their 
unused funds to HACA. We hope to be starting a new 
and improved CW program. We can’t afford to be with-
out this valuable community program. 

    Our new entry sign is in place. I can’t imagine 
any other community improvements that rival this one. 
Mahalo, to all who were involved. An especially big ma-
halo to the sculptor, Bill McKnight. The blessing cere-
mony was very successful. We are now planning the 2nd 
one at this time. 

    Recently, an absentee landowner received an in-
timidating letter from another landowner claiming that 
they would be liable if anyone were to enter their lot and 
be injured. The sender then proceeded to ask them to sell 
the lot to the sender of the letter. This is unacceptable. If 
you’ve been contacted with such a letter, please let us 
know. We need to compile all the evidence we can to 
remedy and prevent this unsavory tactic from occurring. 

    Recently, the Old Volcano Trail, a.k.a. Kahiko 
Pele Trail that fronts HA, was surveyed and partially 
cleared. The goal was to establish a hiking, biking, 
equestrian access trail. Despite the fact that Roy Take-

moto of the Hawaii County Planning Dept. was 
quoted as saying that Councilperson Bob Ja-
cobson, a HA resident/landowner and HACA 
member, is supporting turning the trail into a 
road. Councilman Jacobson has assured the 
HACA board that he only supports an Emer-
gency Vehicle only road.  This is an insult to 
those of us that supported the ‘trail only’ con-
cept. Additionally, this is exactly how the Puna 
Emergency Access Road [PEAR] started out. 
B.J. has also promised to write a letter to a lo-
cal paper stating his position. I agreed to 
amend this report based on that promise. So, 
this is not how I originally reported on this is-
sue.  

(Continued on page 2) 
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H.A.C.A. ELECTIONS RESULTS 
President      # of Votes 

 Jack “Russ” Brauher   46 

Vice-President 
 Dan Brouillette     46 

Treasurer 
 Philip Tait       10 

Secretary 

   John Lehnert      47 
Area 1 Rep 
 Dan Waldhoff      47 
  Diana Miller      51 
Area 2 Rep 
 Julie Jacobson     47 
   Stephanie Bath     46 
Area 3 Rep 
 Mark “Joe” Good    51 
   Mark Van Doren     2  

Area 4 Rep 
 Rod Ackerman       45 

At-Large Rep 

 Janet Judy       47 
   Linda Kahooilihala    4 
 
*please note that Allen Abdul became a board mem-

ber at the September ‘05 meeting.  

VICE-PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

BY DAN BROUILLETTE 
 
Aloha neighbors, 
“The times...they are a changin” and we all use our best 

adaptive skills to get through them. Hawaiian Acres and our com-
munity association (HACA) is not exempt from change, and it 
seems to be for the better. The newly elected board members are 
being more ‘empowered’ to be more effective at their positions 
and as chairpersons of their committees. As we become more 
unified we will also become more efficient in our efforts. 

Recently we have put a stop to policy abuses regarding 
building use, equipment ‘removed’ from premises, and ‘financial 
alerts.’ Things are getting better now that some contract ‘changes’ 
have been worked out and others are being refined. HACA has 
been working hard on behalf of its members. 

Time is marching on. Keep the faith and be patient—good 
things are coming! 

Aloha, Dan Brouillette 

 
Note: All Bylaws Amendments were passed 

at the July ‘05 Annual Meeting. 

In the back of HA, is the 25,800 acre Wao Kele 
[rainforest]. Recently it was reported that negotiations were 
underway to have this “Largest intact lowland rainforest in 
Hawaii [USA]” be purchased. Millions of dollars have al-
ready been designated to bring this awesome asset into the 
public hands. 

    Hawaii County has been quoted in the local news, 
“The County has been granted easements to use the 5.3 mile 
HA section, Gerald Takase the county’s assistant corpora-
tion counsel said of the Puna Emergency Access Road.” 
Can you believe it! Only 6 landowners, supposedly, have 
the power to dictate how your private collectively owned 
road is used! We already give permission for it’s use, so 
why the legalese?  

     Great News! We are having some success with our 
new “Land Owners Relations” committee and program. One 
participant has offered a significant percentage of his profit 
as a community donation. If anyone has a more creative 
name for this committee please share your idea. I’ve heard a 
complaint that the name is unimaginative. 

      Oct. 22nd is “ Make A Difference Day”. We will be 
conducting a huge volunteer clean up and road maintenance 
work day. We will concentrate on cutting brush and weeds 
along 8 road. With our volunteer efforts comes the opportu-
nity to prevent herbicide use on the shoulders. See you 
there!                  Mahalo, Jack Russell Brauher 

(Continued from page 1)    President’s report, con’t. 
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AREA 1 REPRESENTATIVE 

BY DIANA MILLER 
Aloha Hawaiian Acres Property Owners, 
I have a couple of things to cover in this newsletter.  

First, I'd like to respond to a couple of phone calls that were 
made to the HACA office manager recently concerning litter 
and abandoned cars on the roads.  If you've never attended a 
HACA Board or General Membership meeting, you may not 
be aware of some of the things that we are working on.  We 
formed a Junk Car Committee several months ago and that 
committee is working on options to remove junk/abandoned 
cars from the road lot.  There are hundreds of abandoned/
derelict vehicles out there now, so removing them will be a 
huge undertaking.  The committee is looking at all available 
resources to include the County.   Dealing with the litter 
problem is also a challenge.  During my time on the HACA 
Board (less than two years), HACA has organized a litter/trash 
pick-up day, that involved community volunteers gathering 
rubbish throughout the subdivision and filling two containers 
for delivery to the landfill/scrap metal recycling yard.   
Volunteers working to alleviate the litter problem would be a 
nice idea, but finding regular volunteers may not be possible.  
We may need to look at an option of contracting someone to 
pick up litter, and that will need to be addressed by the HACA 
Board members at our next meeting.  (It's on the agenda.)  

And now...this  final bit of news... My neighbor and ex-
Area 1 rep Dan Waldhoff moved away at the end of July.  He 
and Mako returned to Japan.  We'll miss him on the HACA 
board and in the community.  But, on a positive note, he sold 
his house in less than a week and I now have new neighbors 
(whom I've heard, but not met yet.)   

I'd like to thank everyone's support during the recent 
election.  I am looking forward to being an active (and 
hopefully productive) member on the HACA board in the 
upcoming year.   

I am always available to answer questions or to address 
concerns, so please feel free to contact me via e-mail or 
phone.  I am never very far away....Mahalo again for your 
support,    Diana Miller        diana411@earthlink.net               

                                      s982-7722         cell 345-0696 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 

BY JOHN LEHNERT 
Greetings HACA members!  Thanks to all who voted for me as 

HACA secretary. In June, 2005, the HACA board voted to inform the 
HACA membership, via the newsletter, that we are considering a by-
laws amendment to extend board seat terms to two years instead of one 
year. I am in favor of this as a practical matter.  One year passes very 
quickly.  I have been secretary for one year and am still learning about 
HACA operations.  Aside from the point that one year is very short, it 
is particularly impractical to have an election every year for the follow-
ing reasons:            

1.  It costs money, energy, and numerous hours of volunteer time 
to prepare and tally ballots.            

2.  Less than 10% of the membership bothers to vote.  More than 
90% of the ballots are a waste.            

3.  Board seats are rarely contested and are all unpaid volunteer 
positions.            

4.  To have all board seats filled almost never happens. This past 
year, if there had been no election at all, every board member could 
have simply volunteered, as is the case anyway.  So in my opinion the 
election was entirely a waste of time and resources.  

When the by-laws amendment to extend board seat terms is 
ready for a vote, please vote "yes".  Please send us your comments or 
questions.  Thank you.      John 

AREA 1 REPRESENTATIVE 

BY DAN WALDHOFF 
Aloha and Sayonara, Mahalos and an Apology! 

 My beautiful and talented wife has gotten the opportunity of 
a lifetime and it is BACK in Japan. Her opportunity being mine 
as well ... we've pulled up the tent stakes and are starting a new 
adventure. 
 I apologize to all of you who voted for me expecting me to 
be there. Mahalo for your votes. Mahalo to all of you on the 
Board who made the year of meetings so interesting and for 
welcoming me for years before we built.  

Mahalo to our good friends and neighbors in Hawaiian 
Acres who made our work of building such a special, good ex-
perience. Mahalo to Laurie in the office who put a friendly and 
knowing face on what is otherwise just a spot on a map.   

Sincerely,   Dan Waldhoff and Mako Karasawa 

  

TWO BYLAWS AMENDMENTS PROPOSED 

At the July ‘05 meeting, the Council voted to present to the members these proposed amendments (additions in italics) [text to be removed in 
brackets] : 

1) ARTICLE XIV EXECUTION OF INSTRUMENTS 
  Currently states: SECTION 1. Authorized Signatures. (Amended 2/14/65)  All checks, drafts, notes, bonds, acceptances, deeds, leases, 
contracts and all other instruments shall be signed by two persons, the President and the Treasurer, or in the absence and inability to act of the 
President or the Treasurer, then the President or Treasurer and any other officer or assistant or councilor shall be authorized to do so, and in the 
absence or disability of both then any other two officers and/or councilors shall be authorized to do so. 
  Proposed to read: SECTION 1. Authorized Signatures. (Amended 2/14/65).All checks, drafts, notes, bonds, acceptances, deeds, leases, 
contracts and all other instruments shall be signed by two Executive Officers [persons, the President and the Treasurer] , or in the absence and in-
ability to act in time of the [President or the Treasurer] Executive Officers, then [the President or Treasurer and] any other [officer or assistant or] 
councilor on the authorization card with the financial institution shall be authorized to do so. [, and in the absence or disability of sboth then any 
other two officers and/or councilors shall be authorized to do so.] 

2)  ARTICLE IV COUNCIL 
Currently states: SECTION 1. Number. (Amended 7/15/75, 7/12/86, 7/14/91)  There shall be a Council of the Corporation consisting 

of ten or more Members of the Corporation, including the following:  a) Four Officers of the Corporation  b)  Eight Councilors elected from the 
Membership of the Corporation.  All Members of the Council shall be Members of the Corporation. 

There is no mention of length of term. 

Proposed to add: SECTION 1.1 Term  Council member term is two years. 



AREA 2 REPORT  

BY JULIE JACOBSON 
 
Aloha friends and neighbors! 
 
This looks like another good year for Hawaiian Acres.  

People seem very serious about improving things in the Acres.  
Our larger board has given new energy to the organization.  
HACA/HARC will hold the Annual Litter Clean-up on October 
22nd.  I hope to see you there. 

The Old Volcano Trail (OVT) now connects hikers from 
Hawaiian Acres to the top of Fern Forest near Akatsuka’s Or-
chid Farm. More work is being planned to complete the job con-
necting Halemaumau to Hilo. 

I’m happy to tell you that on National Trails Day, October 
8, 2005, a group of hikers will be using the Old Volcano Trail 
for a short 3-7 mile hike.  Hike  from Fern Forest downhill to the 
Eden Roc subdivision with rides available for those wanting 
only a 3-4 mile hike.  Meet at the end of South Glenwood road 
at 8am on October 8 with your hat, water, lunch, sunscreen, 
sturdy hiking shoes and a machete and gloves if you want to do 
some trimming of growth along the trail.  Call my husband 
Bob’s office for more information (808-961-8263). 

Again, thanks to all those dedicated volunteer workers that 
found the OVT’s survey pins placed in 1930.  Fern Acres and 
Eden Rock residents are maintaining their sections of the trail. 

Mahalo to our friends and those others who continue to 
make Hawaiian Acres a great place to live. 

A hui hou,    Julie Jacobson 
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AREA 3 REPORT 

BY JOE GOOD 
I’m glad to have been re-elected, thank you. 

Please call me or the center if you have any questions 
or concerns. I have been signing checks for HACA to 
pay bills for many years, so I see what’s going on from 
that view. I am also a member of the volunteer fire 
dept. 
 

AREA 3 REPORT 

BY MARK VAN DOREN 
 
Aloha & Mahalo to my Neighbors as I take a new seat on 

the HACA board as the #2 Rep for Area 3. As my first public 
words in this position I would like to encourage all readers to 
reach out and get to know your neighbors. Yes, some people 
want their privacy and just want to be left alone. That’s fine 
99% of the time. I’d like to address the other 1 per cent. 

Last December Secretary of Health and Human Services 
Tommy Thompson held a press conference to announce his 
resignation. Asked what worried him most, Thompson cited the 
threat of a human flu pandemic. "This is a really huge bomb 
that could adversely impact on the healthcare of the world, kill-
ing 30 to 70 million people", he said in an unusually candid 
statement. 

Oddly in fiscal year 2005, with a $543 billion budget, a 
quarter of the federal total, Thompson had allocated more funds 
to "abstinence education" than to development of an avian in-
fluenza vaccine that might save millions of lives. 

In 1918 a novel influenza killed more than 2 per cent of 
humanity in a few months. Since then scientists have dreaded 
the reappearance of a wild flu strain totally new to the human 
immune system. First appearing in 1997 Asian bird flu or 
"H5N1" has officially taken fewer than 100 human lives so far 
but most experts believe it is on the verge of acquiring the new 
genes or amino acids that would enable it to travel at pandemic 
velocity across a densely urbanized world, with the potential, 
warns the World Health Organization, to cause 20 million 
deaths. 

The journals "Nature" and "Foreign Affairs" have recently 
devoted special issues to the "plausible scenario" of a pandemic 
that kills millions of people and wrecks the global economy. 
Senate majority leader Bill Frist, without reference to the Bush 
administration’s bizarre healthcare priorities, recently painted 
an apocalyptic picture of the chaos, even societal breakdown, 
that would ensue from our current lack of resources to deal with 
an avian flu outbreak. Without mention of the billions already 
wasted gearing up to protect us from a non-existent terrorist 
anthrax threat, Frist proposes an urgent new Manhattan Project 
to protect the nation against avian flu and other infectious dis-
eases.  

Given this it seems prudent to form community commit-
tees to urge citizens to prepare for up to 2 to 3 months of near 
total self-reliance. If this great threat were to pass we would still 
benefit by preparedness for a hurricane. If it does come, it will 

(Continued on page 5) 

REPRESENTATIVE-AT-LARGE 

BY LINDA KAHOOILIHALA 
 
Aloha everyone!  
My name is Linda Kahooilihala. To my surprise I was 

unknowingly elected as representative-at- large. I feel so hon-
ored. I have been in Hawaii since I was very young. I also 
went to Pahoa School. I am in the Ag business and work with 
a lot of native plants. I have lived in Hawaiian Acres since the 
early 90’s. I love it here in Hawaiian Acres and have seen it 
grow. I try to be involved positively with the community and 
was also involved in the Farmers’ Market when Hawaiian 
Acres had one. I will try my best to be a positive voice in the 
community as I go thru this learning experience.  

Thank you very much. 
Aloha,  Linda. 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE DAY    

OCTOBER 22, 2005   
Come on out and help tidy-up your Community! 

We will be weedeating along the PEAR and picking up 
garbage at various locations in the subdivision. Call 
808-966-9892 for more info!!   



CO. FIVE BRAVO VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT 

BY CHIEF SHELDON LEHMAN  
About a week ago we responded to a call. It was a 

brush fire in Fern Acres, near the forest preserve. It 
ended up being in HA on 2 rd as a controlled burn after 
all, but was put out. The Fire Dept. gets a lot of calls for 
unauthorized controlled burning.  These calls are mostly 
about people burning leaves and brush in their backyard.  
If you intend to burn anything, call fire dispatch first at  
961-8336. They will inform you of any bans in effect, 
and also keep from having to dispatch trucks to investi-
gate unknown smoke.  When you wish to burn anything 
over 25# of combustibles (other than household trash) a 
burning permit is required from the State Health Dept. 
About 4:30 AM recently, we had an abandoned car fire 
on 9 rd near the entrance to HA. It was put out success-
fully and the County has since hauled the burned-out 
hulk away. 

We still have the old fire truck but remain hopeful 
that we will get a newer one sometime from the County. 

As always, I feel the need to remind everyone to get 
fire extinguishers for their home and learn to use them. 
All the VFD volunteers carry fire extinguishers in their 
vehicles. They have often used them to aid others. If you 
use a fire extinguisher in a Good Samaritan act to help 
someone else, the County Fire Department will have it 
refilled for you. This goes for everyone. Fire extinguish-
ers really are not very expensive. Wal-Mart and many 
other stores carry them for around $15. If you don’t 
know how to use them, contact us and we will arrange 
another demonstration class. We know it has been sev-
eral years since we did the last one.                              

 
Have a Safe and Fire-Free Fall & Winter. 

HACA Center Office Hours  
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 

9:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
808-966-9892 
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be like  no challenge we have yet faced. I’ve never been one to 
jump on the "survivalist" bandwagon but I do urge you to 
make friends and maybe even emergency compacts with your 
neighbors to join together in the advent of a major health threat 
that we could be exposed to. The object would be to be ready 
to be totally self-sufficient for up to 2 months. Either alone or 
more easily, in groups of neighbors.  

Peace & Love, Mark Van Doren       Co-Area 3 Rep 

(Continued from page 4)   Area 3 Report, con’t.  PARKS & PLANNING COMMITTEE  

REPORT 

BY STEPHANIE BATH 
The past months have been busy for everyone I talk 

with in the Acres. Crops are being harvested, livestock 
tended to, fruit being picked, trees being planted, hives 
being checked, houses and ag structures going up and 
that familiar sound of weed wackers going.  

Our agricultural community continues to have a ris-
ing population. 

It appears that more and more of the folks moving 
out here are being mindful about their stewardship of 
these lands. It is apparent that some are "planning" be-
fore bringing dozers in. In the more recent dozing I have 
witnessed, driveways are being staggered to avoid the 
pouring out of their energy into their neighbor’s drive 
across the street. Perimeters of trees are being left in 
front of the land. This is especially appreciated by many 
of us old timers out here. We have seen how a buffer of 
trees left in the front of the land can keep run off of rain 
from flooding roads. These tree buffers serve as a rest-
ing-place (and if wide enough) nesting place for birds. 
The trees can also provide natural air conditioning as 
well as a cushion for noise.  

We love being an agricultural community. Yes there 
are some moving here without intentions of using the 
land for agriculture. We encourage those of you who are 
physically able, to do something agricultural with the 
land. If this is not in your plan, consider keeping the land 
in its natural state and dozing only what is required for 
your home. Consider clearing a little extra for fruit trees 
and a garden…a little tree planting labor now can reap 
great benefits in a few years. Planting a garden is a wise 
choice! If for no other reason consider the price of pro-
duce in the markets now. ($2.99 LB for chard, $5.99 LB 
for snow peas…etc) Then there are "peak oil" issues to 
consider.  

Many have observed an increase in traffic this year 
in the Acres and Puna in general. Hawaiian Acres Road 
Corporation (HARC) has been doing a great job of guid-
ing the County as it assists in maintaining the PEAR. (8 
Rd. to F Rd. to 9 rd.) HACA and HARC are looking for-
ward to the coming year.  

Positive sights I have observed with the increase of 
traffic are more bicycles and motorcycles. Does this have 
something to do with gas prices? Whatever the reason I 
feel prompted to remind drivers to lookout for bikers and 
cyclists. You might want to take an extra moment before 
making that left turn to check to see if a biker or cyclist 
with right of way is approaching the intersection. (bikes 
are quiet and not all motorcycles are loud.)  

Be Safe and Happy,      
Stephanie Bath, Parks and planning Chairperson 



  SAFETY BEACONS   
NOW AVAILABLE 

To further community safety and as a fund-
raiser for our Volunteer Fire Department we have 
these Safety Beacons available to you for $20.00. 

In an emergency, this kind of flashing light 
can cut 911 response time. It is an affordable 
home safety idea that works with the double flick 
of a switch. This flashing light can assist 
emergency responders in finding your home faster 
during a crisis. Under normal circumstances this 
60-watt bulb works exactly like an ordinary light 
bulb. But in an emergency, simply turn your light 
switch off and on twice (on-off-on), and it 
instantly becomes a flashing signal for help. The 
Emergency Beacon can be easily installed just by 
changing  a  light bulb. Efficient, economical and 
easy to use, it is guaranteed to last 2,000 hours. 
When the light switch is turned on twice (on-off-
on) a computer chip at the base causes the bulb to 
flash in a strobe-like manner for up to 2 hours or 
until the light is turned off. 

Please contact HACA if you are interested.  
(808) 966-9892 
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COMMUNITY WATCH REPORT 

BY KEN CUTTING 
I am sorry to report that I must step down as 

the Community Watch Coordinator. 
The time needed to run such a program is turn-

ing out to be far more than I can give at this time. 
After polling the core group of Watch mem-

bers, we have decided to return the funds held by 
the Program back to HACA in the hope that they 
will use it to fund community watch-related pro-
jects. The total balance is $2264.33. 

Thank you to everyone who made this program 
such a success in the past years. It has been great 
working with you all. 

A warm aloha to long-time Watch member 
Bonnie Gardner, who passed away. Bonnie was a 
very big reason that the program worked so well. 
She will be missed. 

EMERGENCY RESPONSE REPORT 

BY KEN CUTTING 
No words can even begin to describe how my 

heart goes out to all the people affected by Hurricane 
Katrina. 

The last I heard before I unplugged the T.V. was 
the National Guard was moving in to “arrest” looters, 
and people were paying $40.00 for a case of water. 

We must always remember that bad weather is 
always on the horizon. It is your responsibility to be 
prepared. Your life could depend on it.  

I have been harping on everyone on this subject 
and a few people have prepared. But most feel that if 
there is trouble, the government will just step in and 
make everything o.k. again. 

As a volunteer for the American Red Cross, I 
have experienced that that is seldom the case. 

I worry about all the new people who are moving 
to Puna from the mainland. The weather seems a bit 
damp at times, but not that bad! And then a small de-
pression stalls over the island, and the rivers start to 
run. It will happen! 

I plan on devoting more of my time helping the 
Red Cross to train more people to help in emergencies. 
We need everyone to prepare now. Help us Help. Visit 
www.redcross.org 

Crime Stoppers # 808-961-8300 

OUR VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT CHIEF 
GETS HITCHED!! 

CONGRATULATIONS & BEST WISHES TO 
SHELDON & JOY 



   7 
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COUNTY COUNCILMEMBER REPORT 

BY BOB JACOBSON 
 

Aloha Hawaiian Acres residents and owners! 
 
I hope that you and your loved ones are doing well.  

My wife Julie and I are watching coverage of the hurri-
cane related problems our brothers and sisters are suffer-
ing.  Our hearts go out to those that are facing personal 
and public tragedies.  We send our love and support to 
them in their (maybe your) time of need. 

I am pleased that the County is now actively main-
taining the Puna Emergency Access Connector Road 
(PEAR).  The shoulders have been scraped and some 
obstructions have been removed.  Public Works workers 
have been doing a great job.  The mowers were operating 
today. Your road taxes are now being used to maintain 
the road, re-stripe the pavement, replace stolen or vandal-
ized signage, and to maintain the shoulders.  Now it will 
be possible to put County Mass Transit mini-buses on the 
road to connect residents with public transit to all points 
on the island. 

I would ask all residents to please keep new obstruc-
tions, rock walls or other hazards off the forty foot ease-
ments throughout all roads in our community.  I under-
stand people’s enthusiasm about using their land for their 
own needs, but we must all live together.  The safety of 
my family, my neighbors and fellow residents comes 
first.  That is what the forty foot easement is all about.  

In other news on protecting the quality of life in Ha-
wai`i: one mile of shoreline, including 225 acres at 
Honuapo (Whittington Beach Park, near Naalehu), is 
slated to be acquired as open space by the County.  My 
bill, leveraging $500,000 in County funds gave us a $2.5 
million match from the state and federal government.  
Honl’s surfing Beach in Kona is also being bought and 
preserved as a County park.  Plans for that surfing beach 
of Hawaiian royalty to be a public park, have been on the 
drawing boards for about 100 years.  The final details of 
the transfer of Wao Kele o Puna (the approximately 
25,000-acre Puna Forest Reserve currently owned by 
Campbell Estate) are being worked out to the evident 
satisfaction of everyone involved.  It appears the Office 
of Hawaiian Affairs will retain title after a federally fi-
nanced purchase.  They are expecting to hire a competent 
land and resource manager to take care of this perma-
nently protected lowland rainforest.  This beautiful forest 
adjoins the lots on G Road. It’s great when good things 
finally work out. 

Mahalo to those who re-elected Julie to the HACA 
Board.  Thanks also go to those other willing and hard-
working board members. Also, special recognition to 
HACA board member Diana Miller for volunteering to 
serve on the Environmental Management Commission.  

She was recently appointed by Mayor Kim and con-
firmed by a unanimous vote of the Hawai`i County 
Council. Lastly, I need to send a special thanks to the 
voters, the public and our public workers that allow me 
to do my job on the Hawai`i County Council. 

 
Mahalo nui loa! 
 
Hawai`i County Councilmember Bob Jacobson 

LANDOWNERS’ RELATIONS 

COMMITTEE REPORT 

BY DIANA MILLER 
In our last newsletter, we introduced a new service 

of this newly formed committee that provided a venue 
for Hawaiian Acres vacant lot owners to sell or ex-
change their properties.   The real estate market has been 
very active in our area and often lots put on the market 
via realtors were sold before any potential buyers in Ha-
waiian Acres  were aware that they were even available.  
Our goal was to allow current Hawaiian Acres property 
owners the opportunity to have visibility on potential 
lots for sale and to facilitate contact between  potential 
sellers and buyers.   We received responses from four lot 
owners who had a total of six lots to sell.  When we re-
ceived information from a lot owner who wanted to find 
a buyer, we initially contacted the adjacent lot owners by 
sending them a letter informing them of the possible 
availability of a neighboring lot. We also provided them 
with the seller contact information.  The land listings 
were also posted on the bulletin board outside the 
HACA building and on our website.  Some of the lots 
have been sold and we removed them from our listing.  
We will update the listing as necessary.   If you have a 
lot that you are contemplating selling, our service offers 
you a no-cost way to get the word out that it is available.  
If you do find a potential buyer and reach an agreement 
on a selling price, it is then your choice to use a real es-
tate broker or just the title company to finalize the sale.  
One of the property owners who used our service re-
cently sold his vacant lot.  He chose to work directly 
with a title company once he found a buyer and since he 
saved the 10 percent realtor commission (that is nor-
mally charged), he has elected to donate 10 percent of 
his sale to the Hawaiian Acres community.  That was a 
wonderful gesture on his part that we really appreciate.   

If you have any questions concerning this land list-
ing service or would like more information, please con-
tact the HACA Landowners Relations Committee at  

hacalandownerrelations@verizon.net 
Mahalo,   Diana miller 
HACA Landowner Relation Committee 
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HACA HACA HACA HACA     

GENERAL MEMBERSHIPGENERAL MEMBERSHIPGENERAL MEMBERSHIPGENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MEETING MEETING MEETING    
    

  JANUARY  JANUARY  JANUARY  JANUARY    8888, 200, 200, 200, 2006666            

2:00 PM2:00 PM2:00 PM2:00 PM    

AT THE COMMUNITY CENTER AT THE COMMUNITY CENTER AT THE COMMUNITY CENTER AT THE COMMUNITY CENTER     

ROADS 8 & CROADS 8 & CROADS 8 & CROADS 8 & C    

POTLUCK TO FOLLOW!!!POTLUCK TO FOLLOW!!!POTLUCK TO FOLLOW!!!POTLUCK TO FOLLOW!!!    

COME ONE, COME ALL!!COME ONE, COME ALL!!COME ONE, COME ALL!!COME ONE, COME ALL!!    

FITNESS CLASSES 

TOTAL BODY WORKOUT 
 

FREE!!!        FREE!!!       FREE!!! 
 

Fitness classes for all ages are being held on Mon-
days, Wednesdays and Fridays at the HACA Center, 8:00 
am to 9:00 am. Please call Maxine O’Neill for more in-
formation: 966-6817 or HACA at  966-9892. A 12-week 
session  started October 3, but you can “drop-in” any 
time!  

      
                Come get in shape with us!!! 
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GOT TREES? 
BY DIANA MILLER 

I like trees.  I really like native trees.  But, I have to admit that when I first moved here, I was not very 
knowledgeable about the things growing in our subdivision.  I'd been visiting my property since I purchased it 
back in 1994, but what I saw during my visits was lots of green stuff that I thought were trees that I liked.  
However, now that I've lived in my house here for almost two years, I am older and much wiser (at least in 
terms of the vegetation here).  I began to pick out the ohi'a lehua and saw that many were being choked by the 
invasive (and non-native) waiwe guava trees.  Sadly, the back part of my lot had (and still has) thousands of 
waiwe that had already caused the demise of numerous large ohi'as.   I started clearing out the waiwe guava 
and it seems that I'll be doing that for a while (or possibly forever).  But, as I clear the guava trees, I am re-
planting non-invasive and mostly native trees.  Originally, my thoughts were to replant ohi'a lehua and I did 
plant several.  However, ohi'as grow s-l-o-w-l-y..even here in the rainforest.  On average, it takes TWENTY 
years for the ohi'a tree trunk to grow one inch in diameter.  (This might be a point for people to consider when 
they contemplate clearing their lot for building.  I've heard about a mindset that its better to clear "pin-to-pin" 
and then plant after you build.  If you'd like native ohi'a trees on your lot and you intend to plant them after 
you build, it may be a long long while before you see grown trees...)  OK...back to tree talk......  So, since I 
probably won't live another several hundred years to see newly planted ohi'as grow into mature trees, I looked 
for alternatives.   And I found a good one, I think.  Koa.  Koa is Hawai'i's fastest growing hardwood tree.  It 
will grow 5 to 6 feet in height per year and mature trees will reach 15 to 50 feet tall or taller.  Although its 
ideal elevation is 1000 ft or above, it seems to grow very well on my property at about 700 ft elevation.  If 
you've been up to Hawaii Volcanoes National Park, you've probably seen lots of koa trees.  And from my ex-
perience, it is a hardy tree.  I've planted about 25 trees during the past year and most are growing as adver-
tised.   I've read that it is possible to grow koa trees from seed, but I've found that the price of small trees is 
reasonable (almost cheap), so that's what I've been doing.  (I buy from one of the local garden exchanges.)  
Dept of Land and Natural Resources (DNLR) will also sell you very young koa trees at one dollar each, but 
you have to buy at least 50.    

And my last point in this tree talk is about the Hawai'i County Code Article 10, "Exceptional Trees."  Sec-
tion 14-56. titled "Intent," states: 

"In accordance with section 58-2, Hawai'i Revised Statutes, to safeguard exceptional trees from destruc-
tion due to land development, the County desires to enact protective regulations to preserve exceptional trees 
within the County."  The code continues with more information concerning the "Exceptional Tree" program 
and also explains the procedures for identifying exceptional trees.  If you'd like more information, you can 
contact the HACA office or go online to the County website and refer to the County Code section.   



CAR POOLING 
With no sign of the continuing increases in the price of motor fuel abating, we need to consider ways of lowering our monthly 

driving costs. One way that has been shown to alleviate costs is for people to form car pools. These can be for regular daily commuting 
to work, or less frequent trips for personal business in Keaau or Hilo. 
 If you would like to see an area provided on the HA web site to help people form carpools, please send a note to haweb-
dev@gmail.com 

US MAIL DELIVERY 

BY PHIL TAIT 
I have been corresponding with the USPS about the possibility of  improving mail delivery for the subdivision. This has been on 

two fronts: getting an adequate number of PO boxes at the Kurtistown office; and having mail service within the subdivision. 
 On the first, I am told that plans are in the works to allocate more space for the post office, which would allow for more boxes. I am 
still awaiting more details, but I gather that the timeframe for this is months. 
 On the second, our president has located a supply of surplus PO boxes that, in principle, could be purchased, and installed within 
the Acres. The most likely option would be a building at the front of  the Community Center. 
 In order to go forward with the effort to obtain local delivery, we need an indication of how many residents would be interested in 
being involved in petitioning the Post Office to add a new route; and who would be interested in making a financial contribution to 
share the cost of purchasing and installing the boxes. Please send a message to hawebdev@gmail.com, or send a note to the office, if 
you are interested in being involved in this effort. 

BIDS WANTED FOR DRIVEWAY COUNT 

Anyone interested in conducting a survey of active driveways and intersection signs please contact 
the office at 808-966-9892. 

Job description: going along each road in the subdivision, driveways that have had activity are noted 
and plotted on a map. These are counted and give an approximation of how many residences are in the 
subdivision. There are approximately 75 miles of roads, rough in most spots.  

Also to be surveyed is the status of intersection signs posted a couple of years ago. We have had se-
vere vandalism of these signs and we want to see what needs repair and/or replacing.  

BUSES IN HAWAIIAN ACRES 

BY STEPHANIE BATH 
The County of Hawaii has been looking at Multimodal transportation options as part of the Puna regional circulation plan.  

County mass transit is putting a lot of effort into providing bus service to Puna. Puna is now a kokua zone. We can ride the bus for 
free. Mass Transit is projecting more buses with later scheduled runs from Hilo. Kea’au will serve as a hub to Puna and Kau. 

I wondered if there has/had been discussion about county buses entering into subdivisions such as our Hawaiian Acres commu-
nity.  It seemed appropriate for H.A. landowners to be informed should the County be projecting a bus route through Hawaiian 
Acres.  Would a bus route serve our agricultural community? How would residents feel about this?  

On August 31, 2005, I met with Tom Brown director of Mass Transit for the County of Hawaii to see what the County projec-
tion regarding bus service to Kurtistown and the H.A. community is. Tom stated,“The County of Hawaii is committed to providing 
transportation for all our islands residents, especially our young people, and those with no or unreliable transportation. We have 
found that in Hawaiian Acres and other Puna subdivisions that a number of students have no alternative other than the family car to 
go to school. One of our goals is to assist young peoples’ travel to and from town, whether it be for education, social, sports, or after 
school activities.” 

Tom informed me that the County is considering routing smaller 25 passenger buses to the top of Ainaloa Blvd in the Ainaloa 
subdivision adjacent to Hawaiian acres. This street connects with the part of H.A. referred to as the Puna Emergency access road 
(PEAR). Apparently there has been discussion about how this bus route may be routed along the H.A. “PEAR”.  He informed me 
that he had been dialoging with Councilperson Bob Jacobson about the PEAR bus route. 

I put in a call to Councilperson Bob Jacobson shortly after my meeting. He confirmed that he is very aware of the proposed 
route, is in favor of it and has been in dialogue with Tom for some time about it happening. 

What do you folks think about a bus route through our subdivision?  It might be wise for us to dialogue about this very critical 
issue for our community. Tom Brown of Hawaii County Mass Transit has accepted my invitation for him to speak  with our commu-
nity about proposed bus routes in Puna. This meeting is scheduled for November 14, 2005, at 7:00 p.m. at the Hawaiian Acres Com-
munity Association building at the corner of 8 road and C road. It should be quite informational. For example: Are you aware that 
the County has already ordered a number of new 25 passenger buses?  All will be equipped with bike racks. Mark your calendars. 
Hope to see you there. 
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Derelict Vehicle Disposal --  
Amnesty Program Information (County of Hawaii) 

 
The following article focuses on the Department of Environmental Management's program to combat the problem of 
derelict vehicles on our Island of Hawaii. 
Why tackle this perennial problem? 
Derelict vehicles are a public nuisance and contribute to blight in our neighborhoods islandwide. Blight affects our cher-
ished quality of life. 
Derelict vehicles pose an environmental and safety hazard primarily due to leaking petroleum products and other 
fluids into our soil and ground water.  
Derelict vehicles also collect sitting water, providing a breeding ground for mosquitoes as well as vermin, heightening 
the risk of transmitting various diseases. 
Our goals regarding derelict vehicles on the Island of Hawaii 
The County wants to reduce the number of derelict vehicles on Hawaii Island since their presence contributes nega-
tively in so many ways to our island environment. 
The County has established a one-year pilot program, the Derelict Vehicle Disposal Amnesty Program. 
The Derelict Vehicle Disposal Amnesty Program is designed for the removal and recycling of derelict vehicles on pri-
vate property for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2005 and ending June 30, 2006. 
Scrap metal recycling costs have dropped 
The Derelict Vehicle Disposal Amnesty Program coincides with favorable market conditions for scrap metal recycling. 
The international scrap metal recovery market has been economically viable in recent years thereby reducing costs of 
recycling scrap metal. 
This program is for derelict vehicles only 
This program is designed for the removal of derelict vehicles, not abandoned vehicles. 
What's the difference between an abandoned vehicle and a derelict vehicle? 
Whereas abandoned vehicles may be driven again, derelict vehicles are inoperable. That means that major parts have 
been removed or material damage to the vehicle has rendered the vehicle inoperable and one of the following condi-
tions exists: 
1. The vehicle is registered for the current registration period and the legal owner no longer resides at the address on 
record with the County Director of Finance, or 
2. The vehicle has been registered for the current or previous registration period and the legal owners disclaim owner-
ship, or 
3. The Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) and license plates have been removed so as to nullify efforts to locate or 
identify the current registered and legal owners, or 
4. The vehicle has not been registered for the current or previous registration periods, or 
5. Vehicle registration records contain no record that the vehicle has ever been registered in the county, or 
6. The vehicle is 10 model years old or older. 
How does the owner of a derelict vehicle start the removal process? 
The property owner must sign an affidavit attesting to certain facts concerning the ownership and exact location of the 
derelict vehicle. 
The property owner must give  
· consent for the County and their agents to enter the private property, and  
· a release of liability to the County in order to get access to the derelict vehicle.  
To obtain a Derelict Vehicle Disposal Amnesty Program application form, contact the Solid Waste Division's Vehicle 
Disposal Program coordinator at 808-961-8552. 
The County will notify the property owner by US mail once a determination has been made on their application. 
What restrictions are there?  
· No more than two derelict vehicles per owner, or per parcel, will be removed through this pilot project program.  
· Requests will be handled on a first-come, first-served basis.  
· Responses to requests may depend upon space availability at the scrap metal recovery yards.  
· If a property owner whose application has already been accepted owns other parcels (contiguous or non-
contiguous) containing derelict vehicles, an application for the removal of the additional vehicles may be submitted.  
· It must be physically possible for a County-contracted tow truck to safely and efficiently remove the derelict vehicle. 
If the tow truck operator determines that the vehicle cannot be towed away safely with reasonable effort, then the 
County is under no obligation to remove the vehicle.  
For further information on the Derelict Vehicle Disposal Amnesty Program or to apply for removal of a derelict vehicle, 
call 808-961-8552 or email cohdem@co.hawaii.hi.us . 
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“America United” 

����    HACA COUNCIL MEETING - Second Monday of 
the month: November 14 & December 12, 2005, 
February 13, March 13, May 8, & June 12, 2006 at 
7:00 pm, & after the Sunday Quarterly and Annual 

meetings, approx 4:00 pm. 

����    QUARTERLY AND ANNUAL HACA 

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS - Qtrly’s will be 
January 8, April 9, & October 8, 2006. Next  Annual 
Mtg, Sunday, July 17, 2005. All these Qtly & Annual 
meetings are at 2:00 pm with Regular Council meeting 

and Potluck to follow.  

����    HAWAIIAN ACRES ROAD CORPORATION- 
4th Thursday of every month (except November) at 

6:00 PM. 

����    FITNESS CLASS/TOTAL BODY WORKOUT 

   8-9 am, Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. FREE 

 

����    HAWAII GROTTO (Caver’s) 3rd Thursday at 6:30; 

call HACA first 

����    EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM (HAERT) 
PARKS AND PLANNING  COMMITTEE - Fourth 
Wednesday of each month at 6:00 pm. Call HACA 

first. 

����    VOLUNTEsER FIRE DEPT TRAINING: First 

Tuesday of the month at 4:00 PM 

����    ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS the JungleBunch - 

Every Wednesday at 5:00 PM 

����    KARATE CLASSES:  Tuesdays & Thursdays at  

   4-4:45 for Keiki & 5-5:45 for teens and adults. Call       

   968-8987 

� TAI CHI: Fridays at 4:00 PM. Call 966-4276. 

  


